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POLISH VRB I 
(stem alternation and conjugation) 


Charles E. Bidwell 
University of Pittsburgh 


0.1 This study will attempt a morphological analysis 
of the verb in standard Polish. It is based primar- 
ily on informant work done at the Foreign Service 
Institute , Department of State, Washington, D.C., 

in the preparation of a Polish language course for 

use there. Informants are the same as those listed in 
my article "The Morphophonemics of Polish" in General 
Linguistics, vol. II, pp. 71-99 (hereafter referred 

to as "“Morphophonemics") namely Mrs. Hania Prentiss, 
Henry de Uznafski, and Adam Woyna. 

Printed sources consulted are the same as those listed 


in that article plus J. Tokarski, Czasowniki polskie, 
Warsaw: Arct (year?). 


0.2 This study assumes the same phonemic analysis as 
the article cited above and also assumes the conclusioas 
and concepts developed in that article. The various 
kinds of morphophonemic change affecting the verb in 
Polish will be referred to by the designations used 
in that article. General (i.e. automatic) morphopho- 
nemic changes ("Morphophonemics" 0.4 and 1.0) are not 
treated here, as their occurrence is automatic and 
predictable. In treating allomorphs, those resulting 
from such general morphophonemic changes are not 
listed. Polish examples occurring in this text will 
be given in phonemic transcription, using the same 
symbols and conventions as in that article. 


1.0 The Polish verb consists of the following ele- 
ments arranged in the following order: 


a. prefix or prefixes 

be base 

ce. stem-suffix or suffixes 
dad. thematic vowel 

e. formant 

f. eading 
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All the above elements have morphemic status, that 
is, they are morphemes or allomorphs.! Elemeats a 
through d constitute the stem. Elements e and f 

are inflexional suffixes. Every stem contains a base 
and a thematic vowel. The other stem-formative ele- 
ments may or may not be present. Every verb form 
contains a stem and an inflexional suffix or suffi- 
xes, that is, either a formant or an ending or both. 
Examples of Polish verb forms broken down to show 

the component elements follow: 





stem inflexional suffixes 
’ a a i 
prefix(es) base suffix(es) thematic formant ending 
vowel 
roz— -bud- -OVv—-u- -je- -—te 
ze— -psu- -£- -l- -i 
roz— —mavj- ~a- -j- -my 
vy- -éong- -fhen- -£- -t- -y 
po-roz- -da- -v- -a- -é 
The examples given above are: j ‘you 
construct (continuously)', ‘they spoiled’, 
rozmavjajmy ‘let's converse’, onghen pulled 


out’, and porozdavaé ‘to distribute, to give everything 
out’. 


2.0 The verb-stenm. 
The following types of changes may occur in 
the stem: 


a. modification of the prefix. 

b. phonemic alternation in the base. 

c. addition of or alternation in sten- 
suffix(es). 

dad. alternation of consonants before thematic 
vowel. 

e. alternation of thematic vowels. 


uany verbs do not vary their stems at all before the 
endings of the various forms. A large number show 

a major variation between two groups of forms. I 

call these groups the infinitive-stem forms and the 
present-stem forms. The stem variant which appears 
before the infinitive-stem forms I call the infinitive 
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stem. The variant which appears in the present-stem 
forms I call the present stem. There is a small 
number of verbs with an irregular distribution of 
stem variants, in that more than two major stem vari- 
ants appear. 


201 iodification of the prefix. 

The following verbal prefixes (preverbs) occur 
in Polish. A number have but one allomorph. These 
all end in a vowel: do-, na-, o-, poO-,, pSe-; p5y-, 





Vy-, Za, e-. 

“Hisre"tnve Be allomorph endiag in a consonant and a 
second allomorph equivalent to the first with the 
addition of e: nad(e)-, ob(e)-, od(e)-, roz(e)-, 
yte)-, z(e)—, psez(e)—, psed(e)-. ne prefix shows 
three allomorphs: vzwvez~.vze, vez— appearing before 
a limited number of bases, all of which begin with 
consonant clusters. 





Prefixes with movable e appear with the e 
before bases beginning with certain consonant clust- 
ers, appearing without the e otherwise. Variation 
.ithnin the paradigm of a single verb appears when the 
base changes in such a way as to begin sometimes 
with a cluster and sometimes with a single consonant. 
The prefix vz- varies under the same conditions, but 
sometimes has movable e at the end and more rarely 
between v and Z. 


rozedzeé ‘to tear apart' rozdar ‘he tore apart' 

obejdew ‘1711 go around' opset ‘he went around' 

odejmje ‘'he?1l undertake’ pod johé 'to undertake’ 
vzbronic ‘to forbid' vzejSc "to rise (of the 
<< sun)' : 
vezbraé ‘to rise' 


The above prefixes appear not only before verb bases, 
but also before noun bases. In addition, all but 
pSe-, fe-, ob-, roz-, and yz- function as prepositions 
too. he- fictions as an independent adverb. 





2.2 Alternation of thematic vowels. 
Polish verbs show following types of alternation 
of thematic vowels in the present-stem forms. 
a-type. Thematic a is the stem-final element 
sas in all present-stem forms. ‘There 
are two exceptions. The verb .mje& 
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hes thematic e before the imperative formant: 

mjej 'have'. The verb daé ‘to give’ has 

thematic o in the third person plural of the 
y present tense. 
e-type. Thematic e is the stem-final element in 
~~ gall present-stem forms. Verbs of this type 


often have alternate forms characteristic of 

the e-type. Relatively few verbs show this 

y, <a a ee eggs They oo, umjeé, ‘to eer 
how)', Smje to dare', jeSt¢ ‘to eat’, vijede 
"to know’, and their compounds. The verbs 

jeSé and vje3eé, are exceptions to the above 
statements in that they (and their compounds) 

have thematic 9 in the third person plural 

and thematic zero in the imperative and present 

participle. 


e-type. Thematic e occurs before all endings 

— except the third person plural. Thematic 9 
occurs before the third person plural ending 
and thematic zero before the imperative and 
present participle formants. Exceptions are 
the verb xéeé ‘to want, wish’ and its compounds 

and verbs containing the suffix -y- 

(daveé ‘to give (imperfective)' with its conm- 
pounds 2nd compound verbs with the bases -—sta- 
and -zna-, such as poznavaté ‘to recognize 
(imperfective)'), Before the imperative for- 
mant xéeé has thematic e while verbs with 
the stem suffix -vy- have thematic a before 
that formant. 


i-type. Thematic i occurs before all endings 

except the first person singular and the 
third person plural. Thematic e occurs be- 
fore the first person singular ending and 
thematic 9 before the third person plural 
ending. Thematic zero occurs before the imper- 
ative and present participle formants. 

In a and & type verbs we have the same thematic 

vowel in all forms. 


2.2.1.1 Examples of verbs in present-stem forms 
showing alternation of thematic vowels. In the 
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exemples 


given below, 


in these examples, are not repeated, 





the bases, which d» not chance 


swuxaé ‘to listen' $§mjeé 'to dere’ 
a=type) (é-type) 
pres.tense 
2.SE- swux-a—§ S$mj-e-s 
ee a -a-g -e-@ 
ep > ~a-ly -e@- 
2.pl. -a-ée Rit 
1.886 -a-m -e-m 
Z-pl. -a-jow -e-jow 
pres.part. -a-jonc-g -e-jonc-g 
imp. 
2epl. -a-j-ée -e-j-ée 
1 pl. -a-j-my -e-j-ny 
isaé bronié Zucyé 
‘to write' ‘to defend' '£o—eErow' 
(e-type ) (i-type ) (i-type) 
pres. tense 
2.Sg. pis-e-5 brofh-i-s Zuc—y-§ 
4.Sk- -e-G -i-?g -y-@ 
1.pl. -e-my -i-ny -y-my 
2.pl. -e-te -i-ée -y-ée 
1.SE. -e-W -e-W -e-W 
5.pl. -0o-W -0o-W -0o- 
pres.part.  -o-nc-¢ -o-nc- -o-nc- 
imp. 
2.8K. -2-G-G -J-2-Z -£-G-¢ 
2epl. -2-B-Ee -$-G-Ee -J-G-Ee 
1.pl. -$-P-ny -¢-0-my -$-P-my - 


2ecee Polish verbs show the 
nation of thematic vowels in 


forms: 


a-type. 
_é-type e 


This type has thematic a 
Verbs of this type have thematic e be- 
before the 


fore the infinitive formant -é, 
allomorph -l- of the l- ~formant, and before 


the formant - 


-a- of the verbal noun. 


following types of alter- 
the infinitive-stem 


in all forms. 


Before 


the allomorph - -w- of the l-formant thematic 


& occurs. 
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past participle formant most verbs of this 
type have a, thoughmany (particularly of the 
e/é class: @ see 2.2.4 below) have thematic o,. 
Before the allomorph -f- of the past parti- 
ciple formant (which occurs only in the mas- 
culine personal nominative plural) eora 
occur. We have e in those verbs where the 
base variant occurring: in the past partici- 
ple is the same as that occurring in the 
verbal noun (including all verbs with the- 
matic 9 before -n-), while a occurs if diffe- 
rent allomorphs of the base~occur in the past 
perticiple and in the verbal noun. 


i-type. In this type thematic o occurs before the 
allomorph -n- of the past ; participle formant, 
e before the allomorph -f- of the past parti- 
Ciple formant and before the verbal noun 
forment -f-, and before all other formants 
thematic . (or Zz after retracted consonants) 
occurs. 


typee In this type thematic zero occurs in all 
forms, if the element preceding the thematic 
vowel (base or stem-suffix) ends in a vowel. 
or in a nasal consonant or semivowel. If the 
preceding element ends in a ccasonant other 
than wml, r“ 2Z, or nasal consonant, thematic 
_o will occur before the allomorph -n—- of the 
“past participle formant, thematic e before the 
allomorph -f- of the past participle formant 
and before the formant -f- of the verbal noun, 
and thematic zero before all other formants. 
If the preceding element ends in r“Zmar, 
there will be thematic e after Z (infinitive 
form) and zero elsewhere. If the preceding 
element ends in ], e¢ will occur before the 
infinitive formant -é, before the verbal noun 
formant -f-, and before the allomorph -f- of 
the past participle formant, while o will 
occur before the allomorph ames of the pest 
participle formant, zero occurring before all 
other formants. 
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2.2-2e1 Examples of verbs in infinitive-stem forms 
showing alternations of thematic vowels. In the 
examples given below, the base will be given once 
and will not be given agein unless its phonemic shane 
changes. Those forms where uo base is given in the 
example have bases of the same phonemic shepe és in 
the last example above in the column where é base is 
given. This convention will be followed in ali 
examples appearing in tables hereafter. 
swuxaé viteé swy seb 
'to listen' ‘to see' "to hear! 
(a-type ) (&-type ) (e-type) 
inf. swux-a-6 vi4-e-é swy i-e-6 
eerund -e-fSy -a-fSy ~a-fsy 
1-form 
masc.sS€. -a-w- -2-w-G ~a-w-Z 
neut.s¢g. -a-w-0 —-a-w-0 —a=—VW-0 
fem.sg. -a-w-a -a-w-a —a-w—-a 
impers.pl. -a-w-y —a-w-y —a-W-y 
pers.pl. -—a-l-i -e-l-i -e-l-i 
past part. 
masc .Sg.00mM.-a-n-y -a-n-y ~a-n-y 
pers.pl.nom.-a-f-i -a-f-i -e-h-i 
verbal noun -a-f-e viz-e-h-e -e-h-e 
zemdleé bprohic Zucyé 
‘to faint’ "to defend’ ‘to throw’ 
(é-type) (i-type) (i-type) 
inf. ze-mdl-e-é proh-i-¢ Zuc-y-c 
gerund ~a-fSy -i-fsy -y-fsy 
1-form 
masc.Sg. -a-w- -i-w-@ -y-w-@ 
neut.sg. —a-w-0 -i-w-o -y-w-0 
fem.sg. —a-w-8 -i-w-a -y-w-a 
impers.pl. -2-W-y -i-w-y -y-w-y 
pers.pl. -e-l-i -i-l-i -y-1-i 
past.part,. 
masc.Sg.nom. -O-n-y -o-n-y -o-n-y 
pers.pl.nom. -e-f-i -e-f-i -e-O-i 
verbal aoun -e-f-e ~e+f-e -e-h-e 
&3 














. vijeSé éSeé 
‘ne Geeks’ eg convey’ ‘to rub' 
(e-type ) (e-type) (e-type ) 
inf. my—-é vjes-6-é cS -e-é 
eruad -$-f3y v jus-6-Sy tar-$-Sy 
-form 
MESC+S- -$-w-2 v jus-£-2-2 -£-$-G 
neut.Sg. -Z-w-o vjoz-P-w-o -Z-w-o 
fem.S&. -f-w-a -f-w-a -f-w-a 
iupers.pl. -$-w-y -f-w-y -$-w-y 
pers.pl. -$-1-i vje2Z-G-1-i -Z-1-i 
pest pert. 
masc.Sg.nom. -£-t-y -o-n-y -f-t-y 
pers.pl.nom. -G-&-i -e-fA-i -$-E-i 
verbal noun -f-t-e -e-h-e -J-é-e 


2.2.4 worphemic status of the thematic vowels. 


In a verb like swuxaté, which has thematic a in both 
present and infinitive stem forms, it is obvious that 
eech occurrence of a is an allomorph of one morpheme, 
Siace the thematic a's are phonemically identical and 
occur in complementary environments. It is likewise 
easy to demonstrate that the occurrence of i and y as 


thematic vowels in the various forms of brohié and 
Sucéyé are allomorphs of one morpheme, since the dis- 
ributions of i and y are completely parallel, but 
complementary in that y occurs only after elements 
ending in retracted consonants and i occurs after 
Sli other phonemes (see "Morphophonemics of Polish" 
1.10, for the pertinent general morphophonemic state- 
nent). If we examine some of the other examples, we 
tind alternations of e with o and e with a occurring 
under circumstances in part similar to those under 
which these vocalic elternattions take place in other 
morphemes. In the infinitive- ets forms we have 
alternations of the types (e~o)* and (ea) (see 
Liorphophonemics", 2.2.1.2.1 and 2.2.142e2)6 
Since e and o and e and a respectively alternate in 
& manner suggesting membership in the same morphemes 
and since both sets show distributions partially 
parallel to those of the morphemes a and i, we may 
tentatively posit two additional thematic vowel 
morphemes e~o and eva. 


84 











In verbs like Smjeé we have only thematic e occurring 


in the present-stem, but we assign this e to the ena 


morpheme, since ewa is the thematic vowel of the 
infinitive-stem forms of these verbs and there are 
other verbs where e~o does occur in the present-forms. 


In verbs like isaé we have exao alternating with 
thematic zero in the preseat— =stem forms, while in 
verbs like brohié or Zuéyé we have eo alternating 
with zero and with i in et present and infinitive 
stem forms. We cannot assign eno and i to the same 
morpheme, 4s they contrast in many positioas (pise 
e-S versus brof-i-5, é5-e-é versus brof-i- -¢, for 
example). Therefore, we assume that in verbs like 
brohié we have two thematic vowel morphemes, one 
occurring in certain forms, the other in others, 

we may further say that in verbs like brofié the 
contrast between thematic i and thematic ewo is 
neutralized in those forms where we have end, since 
there is never a contrast between ewo and i in 
these forms. 





Verbs like zemdleé offer a further difficulty, 
for in their infinitive-stem forms they show e 
alternating both with a and o. We assume the pre- 
sence of two morphemes, e~Q occurring in the past 
participle and e“a in the ]-form and gerund. 
Since only e occurs in the infinitive and verbal 
noun, we cannot determine whether this e belongs 
- to eno or to ew ae 


Finally, we are feced with the vroblem of 
thematic zero. This always occurs in conjunction 
with evo, both in infinitive-stem forms and in 
present-stem forms. 

There are two possible solutions. Wwe may 


either regard zero as an allomorph of ewo or else ; 


we may simply state that no thematic vowel occurs 
in this position. 
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The former solution is recommended by two facts. 

ae is that ewZ is a widespread alternation in 
Polish (see "iorphophonemics", 2.2.1.5.1). The 
other is that greater symmetry of distributioa 

of morpnemes is obtained, if we posit a zero allo- 
morph of eno. I prefer this solution, but those 
who prefer l@8s extensive use of zero allomorphs may 
simply interpret the thematic zeros in my formulas 

s zeros which mean nothing (non-occurrence of mor- 
hene) rather than zeros which mean something (occur- 
reace of zero allomorph). 


> @ 


~_* 


onan 


.@ have therefore four morphemes: a, i, ena, 
e.onf. It is not difficult to obtain con- 
etween these morphemes. Thus: 


2with i: Those forms of Zuéyé 'to throw 
(perfective)' which have thema- 
tic versus corresponding forms 
of zucaé 'to throw (imperfective)' 


2 with evg-~@: The forms of ijaé ‘to 
drink up (imperfectivey" versus 
the correspooding forms of 
vypié 'to drink up (perfective)' 


2 witheva : The forms of poviie see "to say 
(perfective)' versus e corre- 


sponding forms of pov jadaé "to 
. say (imperfective) 


na = @) 
trests Db 





e-o-G with i: Those forms of noSié ‘to 
carry (repetitive)' which have 
thematic 4 versus corresponding 
forms of HeSé ‘to carry’ 

é not been able to find minimal contrasts bet- 
122 on the one hand and j and e~o~G on the 
or. However, I posit ewa as a morpheme separate 
[2 Doth the latter morphemes on the basis of its 


sii Ioan bs a. > an 


rrence in morphemically comparable environments, 
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2e2-4 Polish verb classification on the basis of 
thematic vowel type. 


We have seen that there are four types of pre- 
sent-stem forms, in which there occur respectively the 
thematic vowel morphemes a, e~a, eo, and i plus 
e-o-g. We also have types of infinitive-stem forms, 
in which there occur the thematic vowel morphemes a, 
eva (sometimes ewa plus e~go-Q), erovgd, andi 
plus e~o“™. As all Polish verbs have present- 
stem forms of one of the above four types and 
likewise infinitive-stem forms of one of the four 
types listed, the verbs may be divided into classes 
according to which combination of present and 
infinitive stem types they show. This classifica- 
tion is useful not only in listing the occurrences 
of the thematic vowel morphemes but in charting 
the occurrence of other alternations as well. 

It will be adopted in this study as the basic Polish 
verb classification. 


Below are listed the various classes of verbs: 


A. Verbs with present and infinitive stem forms having 
the same thematic vowel alternation. 
ae Verbs with the same thematic vowel morpheme 
in all forms. 
1. Thematic a (designation:_a-verbs) 
2. Thematic e~o~@ (e-verbds 
3. Thematic ena (@verbds) 


be. Verbs with same combination of thematic 
vowel morphemes in both present and infi- 
nitive stems. 


4, Thematic i plus thematic eno (i-verbds) 


B. Verbs in which the present and infinitive stems show 
dissimilar thematic vowel morphemes. 
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5. Thematic a in present-stem forms, thematic 
e~a in infinitive-stem forms (a/é-verbs). 


6. Thematic eno» g in present-stem forms, a_ 
in infinitive-stem forms (e/a-verbs). 


Thematic evo“ @ in present-stem forms, 
eva in infinitive-stem forms (e/é-verbs). 


8. Thematic ea in the present-stem forms, 
enowg in the infinitive-stem forms 


‘(é/e-verbs ). 


9. Thematic i plus ewo~ GZ in the present- 
stem forms, a in the infinitive-stem 
forms (i/a-verbs). 


10. Thematic i plus e~o~@ in the present- 
stem forms, ew ga in the infinitive-stem 
forms (i/é-verbs). 

Examples of various verbs of the above classes 

are given in tabular format the end of this study. 
Of the above classes, a, i, and e/a contain a large 
proportion of all Polish verbs. The a and i classes 
and to a lesser extent the e/é class are productive, 
and the e/a class is productive in conjunction 

with the stem-suffixes um‘ov and u~ yv. 


The e-verbs make up a fair proportion of the total 
number of verbs, but their class is no longer pro- 
ductive, except in conjunction with the stem-suffix 
u“noW., The i/e-verbs also form a fair proportion 
of the total, but the class is not productive. The 
remaining non=-productive classes are represented 

by but a few verbs each. The é-verbs frequently 
have alternate present-stem forms of the e type, 
thus showing a tendency to be assimilated to the 
e/é-class. The a/é-class is represented only by the 
Verb mje&é 'to have’ and its compounds and the e/e- 
class by jeSé ‘to eat’ and its compounds. 


2.3 Prethematic consonantal alternation. 
Alternation of the consonant preceding the thematic 
vowel (that is, the last consonant of the element, 
base or stem-suffix, immediately preceding the vowel) 
is very frequently conditioned by the thematic 
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vowel (that is, by the particular allomorph of 

the thematic morpheme) which occurs after them. 
The alternations which occur ire various types 

of substitutive softening (classified according 

to the scheme in "Morphophonemics" 2.1.1). 
Alternations covered by morphopnonemic statements 
("Morphophonemics" 0.4 and 1.0) are in principle 
not listed in this paper, as their occurrence is 
automatic. Thus, this section does not treat such 
alternations as vef in muy-i-é 'to speak', 
muf-g-9-te 'speak!', However, in a number of cases 
below 1 have mentioned the occurrence of such 
changes in various verbs, particularly when they 
occur together with special morphophonemic changes, 
as an aid to the reader, but always specifyiaog 

in such cases that the change mentioned is general 
(automatic). All statements below concerning 
simple (unprefixed) verbs apply also to their 
prefixed compounds, unless otherwise stated. 


The prethematic consonant alternations treated 
in this section are always conditioned by the 
occurrence of some morpheme or morpheme variant 
(thematic vowel, formant, or ending) in their 
environment. They do not have morphemic status 
themselves, but are, as pointed out above, 
examples of special morphophonemic alternation. 


2.3.1 Verbs of the a and e classes, with the 
exception of daé 'to give’ and vjezeé ‘to know' 
show no prethematic consonantal variation. The 
two verbs mentioned show the alternation dwg 

(see "Morphophonemics" 2.1.2.2.2) conditioned by an 
alternation of the preceding vowel with zero (see 
205620221 and 2.5.2.2.3 below) with stage II altern-— 
ants of d occurring in the forms which have the 
vowel and zero in the forms which have no vowel. 
In dat the one form with the vowel a in the base 
(3.pl.pres. dazoW) has prethematic 3 (stage II b). 
In vjezet, of ites forms having the vowel e in 
the wees the 4.pl.pres., pres.part., imp., and the 
verbal noun have prethematic and the remaining 
forms with e in the base have prethematic 3. 

See 6.1.1 and 6.2.1 for examples. 
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23-2 The 8/e-verd jeSé ‘to eat' shows the alter- 
action daw occurring 45 in the verbs treated ia the 
preceding paragraph, i.e. in conjunction with an alter- 
natioxz of the preceding vowel with zero. In those 
forms which have a vowel in the base (see 2.5.2. 

2.7 below) d or its stage II alternants occur. 

2 occurs in the 3.pl.pres., imp., pres. part. 

past part., and verbal noun, with gd in the remain- 
ing forms showing a vowel in the base. Before 

the infinitive formant &, d is replaced by § in 
accordance with "Morphophonemics" 2.1.2.3.2. 

See 6.8 below for examples. 


2.3.3 The a/é-verd m mjeé ‘to have’ shows the base- 
variant m- (stage 1) before thematic morpheme a 
in the present-stem forms-other than the impera- 
tive and the variant ny (stage II) before 
thematic ewa in the imperative and in the infini- 
tive-stem. 

m-a-m ‘I have’ mj-e-j-&ée ‘have!' mj-a-w-a ‘she had’ 








20404 ‘sp, Cotage 1) bet spaé ‘to sleep’ shows the 
cluster stage 1) bef ore thematic a, & 
(stegell}'b efore tneeatia e and o, and &p (stage 
II minus j - see "Morphophonemics" 1,1 a) 
before thematic i and zero. 


sp-a-& 'to sleep' Spj-e-w 'I'm sleeping’ 
Ep--1j-@ ‘sleep!' Ep-i-@ ‘he's sleeping' 
2.3.5 In i-verbs, if the prethematic consonant 
belongs to the velar or liquid class, the consonant 
will show no change, being uniformly stage II 
(stage IIa in the case of velars). If the prethen- 
atic consonant is labial or front, there will 
be an alternation. Labial consonants will be 
stace II before all thematic vowels but i and 
zero, before which latter they automatically 
lose the following j, thus becoming stage I. 


Front consonants shoW stage IIa before thematic 
i and zero and stage IIb before thematic e and Or 
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trefié ‘to hit' - neSié¢ 'to carry' 


traf j-e-w 1.sg.pres. nos-e-W 
-o-nc-% pres.part, -o-nc-g 
-O-n-y past part, -o-n-y 
-e-fh-e verbal noun -e-f-e 

traf -i-@ 3.Ssg.pres. nog -i-¢ 
~i-é inf. -i-é 
-i-w-a fem.sg.1-form -i-w-a 


2.3.6 Verbs of the i/é-class show no change if the 
prethematic consonant is velar or liquid other 
than n, the consonant being stage II before all 
thematic vowels. If the prethematic consonant 

is labial, it will be stage II before all thematic 
vowels except thematic i and zero, in accord with 
the general morphophonemic principles in Polish. 

If the prethematic consonant is n, we have n 
(stagel) before thematic e and o followed by the 
eading W and the formant -nc- but fi (stage II) 
before all other occurrences of thematic vowels. 

If the prethematic consonant is of the front class, 
we heve stage Ila in all forms except present tense 
forms with the ending W, the present participle, 
and the verbal noun, where we have stage IIb. 


lubjeé ‘to love' 


lup -¢-$-2 imp.2.sg. 
lub -i-@ 4.Sg.pres. 
lub j-e-W 1.Sgepres. 
-o-nc-g pres.part. 
-e-é inf. 
-a-w-a fem.sg.1-form 
-a-n-y past part. 
-e-f-e verbal noun 
pomheé 'to remember’ vizeé 'to see’ 
pomh -g-ij-2 imp.2.S€. re ‘a 
-i-g 4.Sg-pres. vi3-i-2 
-e-é inf. oe" 
-a-w-a fem.sg.l-form 9S 


1 









(za-)pomh-a-n-y (or -o-n-y) past part. vi5-a-n-y 


-e-fh-e verbal noun viz-e-fh-e 
pomn-e-W 1.Sg.pres. -e-F 
-o-nc-£ pres.part. -o-nc-G 


2.32721 Verbs of the e class with prethematic k_ 
and g show k and (stage 1) in the present tease 
forms with the ending ® (1.sg. and 3.plu.), here~ 
after called W-forms; in the present participle, in 
the l-form, and in the gerund. In the remaining 
forms, except the infinitive, they show ¢€ and Z 
(stage IIa). In the infinitive k or g fall and the 
infinitive formant occurs in its allomorph ¢. 


pjec ( « pjek-€-¢) 'to bake’ 


1.S@-preSe pjek-e-w 3.Sg-pres. pjec-e-G 

pres.part. -o-nc-© imp.2.sg. -£-D-D 
fem.sg.l1-form -O-w-a past part. -o-n-y 
gerund -$-Sy verbal noun -e-h-e 


2.3.7.2. Verbs of the e class with prethematic 

s end z show s and z (stagel) in the W-forns, 

in the present participle, in the l-forms except 
for the masc.pers.plu., and automatically § and % 
in the gerund. In the remaining forms they show 
stage IIa (§ and:&). 


heSé ‘to carry' 


1.S.pres. hos-e-wW imp.2.sg. he&S-9-G-G 
pres.part. -o-nce-% inf. -f-é 

fem.sg.l-form -O-w-a pers.plu.l-form -(-l-i 
gerund hus-$-Sy 4.8g-pres. -e-G 

past part. -Oo-n-y 

verbal noun -e-fh-e 


223.763 Verbs of the e-class with prethematic 

t= and d show t and d@ (stage I) in the W-forms, 

in the present participle, in the ]-form, and in 

the gerund. They show c and 3 (stage IIb) in the 

verbal noun and in the masculine personal nomina-— 
‘tive plurdl. of the past participle. 


be ‘ 
. 4 . 
ae 
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Before the infinitive formant 6, { and qd are re- 
placed by §. In the remaining forms ¢ aad % 
(stage IIa) appear. 


gheSé¢ ‘to squeeze' 


1.Sg.pres. ghot-e-w 2.sg.imp. ghet-~-2-6 

pres.part -o-uc-% 4.sg.pres. -e-Z 

fen.sg.1-form -$-w -a past part. 

gerund ghut-@-Sy m.nom.sg. -o-n-y 

inf. ghes-g-é m.pers.nom.pl. ghec-e-A-i 
verbal noun -e-f-e 


2.5274 Verbs of the e-class with prethematic 
nasal. These verbs have prethematic W (with its 
automatic alternant; see "Morphophonemics", 1.t6 
and 1.2.2) in the infinitive- stem forms. In the 
present-stem forms they have m or n (stage I) in 
the W-forms and present participle and mj or f 
(stage II) in the remaining forms, except that 

m occurs in the imperative as a consequence of 
‘general Nak Ce principles — "hiorpho- 


phonemics", Vals Sten ly GOR Te tchues 
zajohé ‘to occupy' zacohté ‘to begin' 

1.8g-pres. za-jm -e-w za-tn —-e-W 
imp.2.sg. -$-ij-O za-ch --ij-d 
3.sg-pres. cones “= -e- 

inf. za—jon-D za-toh-$- 
fem.sg.1-form za-je_ * za-cte -—$-w-a 
gerund za-jow-0-fSy za-cow-$-fSy 
past part za-jen-$-t-y za-ten-$-t-y 


verbal noun za—-jeh-G-t-e za-ceh-G-éE-e 


2.3-7-5 Verbs of the e class with prethematic rf 
(stage I) show Z in the hon-& forms of the present 
tense, in the imperative, and in the infinitive. 
In the remaining forms they have fr. 
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dzeé ‘to tear' 
1.sg-pres. dr-e-# fem.sg.l-form dar-(-w-a 





pres.part. -o-nc-% gerund -6-Sy 
3.Sg.pres. dz-e-@ past part. —$-t-y 
2.sg-imp. -$-yj-% verbal noun -f-b-e 
inf s -e-é 


2.3-7-6 Verbs of the e class with prethematic w. 
These verbs show w (stage I) in the l1-form and the 
gerund; and in a variant form of the past part. In 
the remaining forms they show i_ (stage II). Only 
two verbs, mleé ‘to grind’ and pleé ‘to weed’ 
belong to this subclass. The forms given below 
are those sanctioned by the standard grammars and 
used in formal speech, but in colloquial speech 
the stage II prethematic variant has tended to 

be generalized, so that we encounter such variant 
forms as imperative ml-e-j-% and 1-form mjel-i-w-@. 


mleé ‘to grind' 





1.Ssg.pres. njel-e-wW inf. ml—é-é 
3.Sg-pres. -e-G masc.S£g-. mew-—G—G 
2.Sg.imp. 70-0- gerund -—$-3y 
pres.part. -o-nc- 

past part. -o-n-y or mew-f-t-y 

verbal noun -e-f-e 


2.3.8 Prethematic consonant alternation in verbs 
of the e/a class. Many verbs of this class show 
an alternation between the infinitive-stem (before 
thematic a) and the present-stem (before thematic 
evnovg). The infinitive-stem forms show stage I. 
Prethematic liquids and labials are stage II in the 
present-stem (except, of course, that the after 
the labials drops in the imperative forms due to 
the operation of general morphdphonemic principles 
stated in "Morphophonemics" 1.1.5, 141-6.1, and 
121.6.2.)-¢ Prethematic velars are stage IIa and 
front consonants stage IIb in the present-sten, 
excepting that t alternates with ¢€ (a regular, 

but less'common alternation tc also occurs). 
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wapat ‘to catch’ karaé ‘to punish' 


1.-Sg-epres. wapj-e-w kaZ-e-W 
4.Sg-pres. -e-G -e-g 
2.Sg-imp. (z-)wap -g-2-¢ (u- )ka$-$-9-g 
inf. wap -a-é kar-—a-é 
fen.sg.l1-form -a-w-a -a-w-2 
past.part. (z-)wap -a-n-y -a-n-y 
verbal noun wap —a-f-e -a-fh-e 
pisaé 'to write’ Septaé 'to whisper’ pwakaé 'to cry' 
1.8g-pres. pis-—e-w Sepc-e-w pwat-—e-w 
4.Ssg-pres. -e- -e-G -e-2 
2.Sg.imp. -£--B -$-0-G -£-2-Z 
inf. pis—a-é Sept-a-é pwak-a-é 
fem.sg.1-form —a-w-a -a-W-a -a-w-a 
past part. -a-n-y -a-n-y --- 
verbal noun —a-fh-e -a-fh-e --- 


In addition to SepG the present-stem variant 
Sepc- also exist for Septat, but is rare. This 
ver. likewise has an imperative variant septs 
showing the infinitive-stem thematic and prethen- 
atic variants. In verbs of this class there are 
no examples of ge Pere el n, and only one each 

of prethematic x (dyxaé 'to breathe’), d (a rare 
word, gwodaé 'to. a and g (wgaé, see below). 
Prethematic v appears in this Paiene in stem-suff- 
ixes, where It does not alternate according to the 
above statements, but with zero as described below 
in section 2.4. 


A limited number of verbs of this class 
raé ‘to take', praé ‘to wash', ryag ‘to tear’, 
Sei "to be called', gsaé 'bo suck', and 
W to lie') show a aifferent pattern of alter- 
nation. In these verbs we have stage I in the 
infinitive-stem forms, in the present participle, 
and in the W-forms. in verbs with prethematic y_ 
we also have stage I in the imperative forms due 
to the operation of general morphophonemic 
principles. 
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In the remaining present-stem forms we have 
stage II (IIa-in the case of verbs with prethen- 
atic front and velar consonants). The verb 
jexat -to drive’, which has an irregular base 
ernation, also shows this pattern in its present- 
stem forms. In the case of the verbs _wgaé and 
ssaé variation according to the pattern described 
here is standard, but some idiolects show hypo 
verbs with @-forms of the a&-type. The verb w aé 
may also have prethematic Z (stage II) in allt 
present-stem forms (that is, alternation according 
to the predominant pattern of e/a- verbs). 


braé ‘to take' rveé ‘to tear' 
1.sg-pres. bjor-e-wW rv-e-w (rvj-e-w substandard) 
pres.part. -o-nc-§ -—o-nc-G 
4.8g-pres. bjez-e- rvj-e-@ 
2.Sgeimp. bjes-¢-g-G rv-@-ij-@ 
inf. pr-a-é -a-é 
fem.sg.l-form -a-w-a ~a-w-a 
past part. ~—a-n-y —a-n-y 
verbal noun -a-h-e -a-fh-e 


2.3.9 Verbs of the e/é class usually show no 
prethematic consonant alternation. Some verbs 
of this class with the base-extension ¢ show a 
change from stage IIa to IIb in the verbal noun. 
Thus, from sfrancuZeé 'to become Frenchified' 
we have sfrancuzehe. But not all e/g verbs with 
the base-extension e show this alternation: 
wobuZeé 2 become a hooligan', on 

e verb ‘to boil’ shows no alternation in 
most idio Bete. but may in others show r (stage I) 
in the w- forms and in the present participle. 
Thus, yr-o-W ‘they're boiling’. The verb xéeé 'to 
want’, which has an irregular thematic vowel dis- 
tribution (ea in the infinitive-stem forms and 
in the imperative, engnG in the remaining 
present-stem forms), show xé- (stage IIa) before 
ea but x¢c- (stage IIb) before emo g. Thus, 
inf. x¢é-e-¢, 2.sg.imp. xé-e-j-9, fem.sg.1-form 
xé-a-w-a, 1.sg.pres. xc-e-W, 43.sg.pres. xc-e-@. 
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2.4 stem suffixes. These are morphemes which 
appear before the thematic vowel and after the 
verb base in some verbs. The following stenm- 
suffixes occur in Polish. 


204.1 <n/age- This suffix occurs only in e-verbs. 
It has the’ following allomorphs: p»f, in the 
present-stem forms, prethematic n and 
alternating as described in 2.4.7.4 above; 

heW in_the past participle and verbal noun; 

and now new in the remaining infinitive-stem 
forms, e and o alternating here according to 4 
"Norphophonemics" 2.2.1.3.2 (i.e., an (e“o)w 
alternation). Im many verbs this suffix has a 
defective distribution. In a large number it 
appears only in the present-stem (as in zostaé 
‘to remain', zostaneW 'I shall remain'). In 
others it appears in the present-stem and in some 
of the infinitive-stem forms (in such a case 
always in the infinitive) and is absent in one 

or more of the remaining infinitive-stem forms. 
In a few verbs having this suffix it may be 
absent in the imperative or other present-stem 
forms. 





€éongnohé ‘to pull' zostaé ‘to remain' 
1.sg.pres. é0ng-n -e-w 20-sta-n-e-wW 
pres.part. —n -o-ncrG --- 
4.Sg-pres. -h -e-¢ —h-e-g 
2.Sg.imp. -h -G-ij-2 -h-£-2-G 
inf. -noh-g-@ zo-sta- -g-é 
l-form 3.5g.Macc. —no--$-w- -f-w-J 
1.S5g.masc,. -ne -%-w-Z-em -¢-w-G-em 
3.sg.fem. -ne —f-w-a —f-w-a 
gerund ~now-$-f5y -$-fSy 
past part. -hen-$-t-y --- 
verbal noun -heh-g-t-e --- 


2.4.2 -u/ov—- This suffix appears only in e/a-verbs. 
It may appear independently or immediately ~™ 
preceding the suffix -y/yy-. Vihen it appears 

with -u/yv-, it has the allomorph ov in all forms. 
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when it appears otherwise, it has the allomoroh 
u in the present-stem forms (before thematic 

e “owf) and ov in the infinitive-stem forms 
(before thematic a). Occasionally -u/ov- marks 
imperfective aspect in verb pairs (gup=i-s 
‘you'll buy' versus kup-u-je-5 ‘you're buying’ ) 
and is very productive as a derivative suffix 
making verbs from both native and borrowed roots 
(brak ‘lack', brakovaé ‘to be lacking'; abonament 
"subscription', abonovaé ‘to subscribe'). 

















budovaé 'to build' 


3.8g.pres. bud-u-je-@ inf. bud-ov-a-é 

1.Sg.pres. —u-je-W fem.sg.1-form —OV—-a-w—-a 
2.sg-imp. -u-$ -j-®@ past part. -Ov-a—n-y 
pres.part. -u-jo-nc-% verbal noun -ov-a-fh-e 


2.4.3 -ufyy- This suffix also appears only in verbs 
of the e/a type. It usually marks the imperfective 
member of a verb pair. 


vykonyvact ‘to finish' 





4.Sg.pres. vy-kon-u-je-@ inf. vy-kon-yv-a-é 
1.8g.pres. —u-je-W fem.sg.l-form -yv-a-w-a 
pres.part. -u-jo-nc-% verbal noun -yv-a-fi-e 
2.Sg-imp. -u-£ -j -@ 


2.4.4 *v- This suffix has two types of 
distribution. First, it appears in a few verbs 
of the e/a type, in which verbs it occurs only 
before thematic a, being absent before thematic 
e.oug. Secondly, it appears in a much larger 
Thumber of a-verbs. There it occurs in all 
forms. Like -u/yv-, it marks the imperfective 
members of verb pairs. 


davaé ‘to give’ dolevat ‘to add by pouring’ 
3.Sg.pres. da- je-@ do-le-v-a-¢@ 


2.sg.imp. -v-a-j-@ -v-a-j-@ 
inf. -V-a- -V-a- 
fem.sg.1-form -V-a-w-a -vV-a-w-a 
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2.5 Alternation in the verb-—base,. 

2.5.1 Base-extensions. A number of verbs 
show alternation in their bases, whereby the 
base has a final vowel in the present-stem 
forms and lacks this vowel in the infinitive- 
stem forms. I term this vowel a base-extension. 
The vowel is either e or o. A fairly large 
number of verbs of the e/a and e/é classes 
have the base-extension e. Two verbs (and 
their compounds) of the i/a class, staé ‘to 
be standing’ and baé Sew 'to fear’ have the 
base-extension o. Tlie pase~extension oO 
alternates with u (ou alternation, see 


"Morphophonemics", 2.2.1.3.1). Thus: 


dolaé istheé staé 
"to add by pouring’ ‘to exist' ‘to stand' 
4.sg.pres. do-le-je-6 isthe-je-@  sto-ji-g 
2.Sg.imp. -6 -j-6 -6 -j-0 stu- -j-0 
inf. do-l -a -¢ istf -e -¢ st -a -c 
fem.sg.1-form -a--w-a -a -w-a -a -w-a 


225-2 Base-vowel alternation. Many Polish 
verbs show alternation of internal vowels of 
their bases. These alternations are of the 
type described in section 2.2. of my 
"Miorphophonemics"., The conditions of their 
occurrence are stated there. 

2e5e2e1 Base-vowel alternation not involving 
ZETO. 2e5e2.12-1 Onu. This alternation 
appears in some i-verbs with u appearing in the 
imperative forms and 9 in the remaining forms. 
It also appears in e-verbs, with yu appearing in’ 
the infinitive, masc.sg.l-form (except when. 
followed by the copula), gerund, and imperative. 
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zrobié ‘to make, do' omuc 'to help' 


inf. z-rob-i-& 1.8g-pres. po-mog-e-W 
2.Sgeimp. z-rup-@-9- 4.sg.pres. po-moz—e- 
2.pl.imp. -$-$-Ee 2.sg.imp. po-mus-—6-G-G 
inf, po-mu -f=c 
gerund po-muk—sy 
l-form 4.sg.masc. —-J-G-Z 
1.Sg.masc. po-mog-?-w-em 
4.8g.fem. -J-w-a 


Cede lelee ewa. This alternatin appears in the 

verbs leSé 'to crawl, walk', jexaé ‘to ride’, and verbs 
containing the base jd» lez. e latter two verbs 

show irregular base alternations which will 

be treated below (2.5.%3.) In leSé the alternation 
appears 'only-inrthe -infinitive-stem forms, e 

appearing throughout the present stem, while in 

jexaé the alternation appears only before the 

d“«% of the present stem. jexaé is exemplified 

In 6.6.3 





znale&Sé ‘to find' 
1-form 4.sg.masc. z-na-las-¢-g-9 
masc.pers. pl. z—na-leZ-$-1-i 
25020123 er(omu). This alternation, 4 


representing a combination of eo and o»nu, 
appears only in certain e-verbs. 


‘to carry' 
3.Sg.pres. heS-e-¢ 1.Sg.pres. hos-e-—w 
2.Sgeimp. -$-0-G pres.part. -o-nc-G 
inf. -Z-é l-form 3.sg.fem. -f-w-a 
masc.epers.pl.l-form -%-l-i 1.Sg.masc. -$-w-$-em 
4.sg.masc. hus-g-J-G 
gerund hus-$-sy 


Se ele 1 4 (e“o)w. This alternation appears 
in certain e-verbs, including those forms 

(present-stem) of the verb byé which contain W 
or its alternants. ce 
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éSowSé 'to shake’ 


3.8g.pres. éSewS—e-G 2.sgeimp. éSows-9-G-G 
femSg.l-form éSews-$-w-a inf, _ -G-& 
past part. éSewS-o-n—-y masc.sg.l-form éSo0ws-g-¢-G 


2252.2 Base alternations involving zero. 

In most of these alternations, the base will show 
a vowel in the present-stem or in the infinitive- 
stem and no vowel in the other stem. Only in 

the verbs mleé and pleé and in e-verbs with bases 
ending ing eFel2eled and 2.522.2.6 below) 

does the alternation of vowel and zero not 
correspond to the division between present and 
infinitive stem forms, 


205020201 e-g'. This alternation occurs in the 
verb vZowé'to take', e occurring in the present-stem, 
zero in the infinitive stem. Thus, inf. 

vZow-2J-& versus 4.sg.pres. veZmj-e-@. It also 

occurs in the verb vjezeé 'to know", @ occurring 

in the forms of the present tense, excepting 

the 3.pl., with e in the remaining forms. See 

6.2.1 for examples. 





Ce e2e2e2 eng’. This alternation occurs in 
the rare e/a-verb swaé 'to make (a bed)’. 
Thus, infinitive sw-a-é versus 43.sg.pres. 8Séel-e-9. 


2050202.3 aw, This alternation occurs in e-verbs 
with bases inding in r. In such verbs a occurs 

in the present-stem forms and in the infinitive, 
with zero occurring in the remaining infinitive- 
stem forms. It also occurs in the a-verb daé_ 

"to give', @ occurring in all forms except the 
3e-pl.pres, where a occurs. See 6.1.1 and 

6.4-2 below for examples. 


205020204 (eo) “Be This yepresents a 
combination of eno and ew @*. It occurs in 
the e/a-verbds braé ‘to take'~and praé ‘to wash’. 
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braé 'to take' 





1.Sg.pres. bjor-e-w inf, br-aé 
3e-Ssgepres. bjez—-e-g fem.sg.1-form -a-w-a 
ye Sgeimp. bjes-2-G-G 


205020205 (eno)um - This represents e 
combination of e“o w andewf'' in conjunct- 
ion with the prethematic alternations of 

m or no with W described in 2.3.7.4 above. 

It occurs in e-verbs with bases ending in nasals. 
Velars preceding the alternating vowel have, of 
course, a erp Fete t, | e or o.(see 


"Morphophonemics" bis and 262616501). 
"to sre ‘to bend' 

1.Sg-pres. dm -—e-w gn -e-W 
inf. don-g-é gjoh-g-é 


masc.sg.l-form do --w- gJjo -f-w-Z 
fem.sg.l-form de -@-w-a gje -f-w-a 
past part den-§-t-y gjen-g-t-y 
verbal noun deh-@-é-e gjeh-G-é-e 


2sSeteeeS (e no)wng, This is the same 
alternation as the foregoing, with the addit- 
ion of an alternation of the consonant 
preceding the alternating vowel, stage I 
appearing before zero and stage II (IIa in the 
case of front consonants) before e and o. It 
represents therefore a combination of (e“o)w Ww 
and e»fe, 


~ EohE 'to cut’ 
1.Sg-pres. tn-e-w 
4.sg.pres. th-e-g Eoh-g—-E 
masc.sg.l-form to0-%-w-9g pest part éen-g-t-y 
fem.sg.1-form ée-Z-w—-a erbal noun €efh-g-é-e 


2.5.2.2.626- plus evg-, This alternation, 
where we have g alternating with zero, the 
consonant preceding the alternation being stage I 
before zero and betore some occurrences of e and 
stage II before the remaining occurrences of @, 
occurs in two e-verbs, mleé ‘to grind’ and 'pleé' 


"to weed', whose bases end in ]. 
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These verbs have zero in the infinitive, e 
preceded by stage I in the 1l-form and gerund, 
and e preceded by stage II in the remaining 
forms. Forming a small isolated subgroup and 
being of relatively rare occurrence (at least in 
the speech of city dwellers, who are the bulk of 
those who habitually speak standard Polish, the 
peasants speaking other dialects), these verbs 
tend to be assimilated to more frequently occurr- 
ing patterns in colloquial speech, stage II 
replacing stage I before the e in the ]-form 

( the gerund is not used in colloquial speech), 
Chee pele this alternation a case of simple 
engZe. Examples of the forms of mleé may be 
found in section 6.4.43 below, 


205020207 (evra) This alternation occurs 

in the 6/e-verb jeb6. ‘to eat’, @ occurring in the 
present tense forms, excepting the 3.pl., e@ 
occurring in the remaining preseat-stem forms, 
and ewa in the infinitive-stem forms, e and a 
alternating according to the conditions listed in 
"Morphophonemics" 2.2.1.2.2. For examples see 
6.8 below. 


2.55 Irregular alternation of the verb-—base. 

A small number of Polish verbs show alternations 
in the verb—base not covered by morphophonemic 
statements valid for other Polish morphemes. I 
term such alternations irregular. Verbs showing 
irregular base alternation are listed below, and 
examples are given in section 6. 


2050301 The e-verd ifé 'to go (under one's own 
power)' and its compounds show the following base- 
variants: id- (-jd- in compounds) with the 
prethematic c consonant alternations characteristic 
of e-verbs with base-final dad in the present-stem 
forms and in the infinitive, 5- before the l- 
formant followed by a vocalic ending (i.e., ~in 

all 1-forms except the masc.sg.), Sed- in the 
remaining infinitive-stem forms (masc.sg. i-form 
and gerund). 
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The two latter variants show the alternations 
d-@ conditioned by eZ! which also occur in the 


present stem of jeSé and vjezeé. 


225302 Verbs of the g¢ class with bases consisting 
of na- plus jd“lez show na-jd- with the prethematic 
consonant alternations characteristic of g-verbs with 
base-final gd in the present stem and pa-lez with 
ewua base-vowel alternation conditioned by the 
prethematic consonant alternations characteristic 
of e-verbs with base-final z in infinitive-sten, 


2050303 The e-verd yZops ‘to take’ show the 
alternations characteristic of e-verbs ending in 
nasals as well as the e“@!' alternation already 
mentioned (2.5.2.2.1). In addition the imperative 
shows the truncated base-variant veZ (loss of o, 
substitutive softening of z). nm 

Those speakers who have the infinitive vZow&é 

also have a base-variant yZowS- in the infinitive 
instead of vZowe. 


2.50304 The e-verbd S0wSé 'to sit down' shows the 
base Sond= with the usual prethematic consonant 
alternations characteristic of verbs of its class 
in the present-stem forms and in the infinitive. 
In the remainig infinitive-stem forms the variant 
Sed with ewa alternation of the base-vowel 
sooums. ~ ™ 


2656365 The e-verbd byé 'to be’ has the base- 
variant bend—- with the usual prethematic conson- 
ant changes characteristic of verbs of, its class 
and the base-vowel alternation (e~o)w’ in the 
present-stem, and the base variant by— in the 
infinitive-sten. ser 

The verb byé is anomalous in that in 
addition to the forms occurring in the other verbs 
it has certain additional forms made by the 
addition of the copula forms to the base-variants 
jest=- , sow- and by-. 
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The forms of the copula will be described below, 


2.53.6 The e/a verb jexat 'to ride, travel' 
show the base-variant jed- with the prethematic 
consonant alternation and e~a alternation de- 
scribed above in the present-—stem and the root- 
variant jex- in the infinitive-sten. 


2.5.4 Morphemic status of the verb—base. 


The individual verb bases (or their variants, 
if there is variation between the bases of the 
various forms of a given verb) represent allo- 
morphs of morphemes comprising the several bases 
of distributionally established families of words 
which turn out to be related in meaning. I call 
such morphemes verb roots. An example of vari~ 
ation in a verb root: vjeS-@-é 'to haul, convey' 
voZ-ié ‘to haul repeatedly DEy-vok—i-é ‘to im- 
port’ vus-@% ‘wagon’ voz—-u ‘of a wagon’. 








Verb roots have morphemic status in that their 
allomorphs (individual bases and base variants) 
are complementarily distributed and in that they 
contrast with the allomorphsof the otherverb roots. 


3.0 Endings. Polish verb forms show one of 

two kinds of endings, that is, their endings are 
either verbal or nominal. Nominal endings are 
those of the verbal noun, wich are identical 

with the endings of the soft-stem neuter noun, 
those of the present participle, which are identi- 
cal with the adjective endings, those of the past 
participle, which are identical also with the 
adjective endings, and those of the 1-form, which 
are identical with the nominative endings (short. 3, 
form in the masculine singular) of the adjectives. 
As the description of these endings is the province 
of nominal rather than verbal morphology, they 

will not be treated further in this study. There 
are six verbal endings, which occur in various 
allomorphs. All six occur in the present tense. 
Only three occur in the imperative forms. All 

six also occur in the forms of the copula, which 
are not endings but enclitics occurring in conjunct- 
ion with nominal forms. 
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A construction consisting of substantive plus 
copula is the syntactic equivalent of a verb 
form. The copula occurs with certain verb forms, 
notably the ]-form. Verb forms with which the 
copula occurs are, of course, verb forms which 
have a syntactically substantival function. 


The verb endings and copula forms are given 
in the table below. Each item in the table is 
an allomorph and all allomorphs in each hori- 
zontal row form a separate morpheme.4 

















Present tense: stems} Imper Copula: after 
ending in thematic | 8tive 

a, ena | evo, i consonant| vowel 
1.88. -M_ —-W _ -m -en 
3epl. -jow -W _ - -g 
30SE- —O -D ~ + —D 
2.sg. -s <5 4) -e 
iepl. -my -my -my : ~eSmy 
2.pl. -te -ée —ée -S€e -eSée 











If we examine the variants of the individual 
endings, we note a number of common morphopho- 
nemic variations. Thus, between the postcon- 
sonantal and postvocalic copula forms we have 
the variation e~@ (except in 3.sg.and pl.). 

In the 1.sg. we have the alternation mW, 

in the present tense forms of the 3. pl. ending 
we have the alternation o~“@ and in addition 
the automatic prefixation o gj occurring when 
én inflexional element beginning with a vowel 
follows an element ending in a vowel. The 
alternation of & and § in the 2.sg. is a stage 
IIa-IIb alternation. Examples of the endings in 
present tense forms: 


swuxaé Sm jet myé prohié 

'to listen' ‘to dere" 'to Wash' "to defend’ 
1.Sg. swux-a-m $mj-e-m my-je-w broh-e-w 
2eSE5 -a-§ -e-S -je-s -i-s 
3SZ6 -a-G -e- -je-@ -i-@ 
1.pl. -a-my -e-ny -je-ny -i-my 
2.pl. -a-te_ -e-te_ -je-te -i-ée 
3.pl. -a-—jow -e-jow -jo-w -O-W 
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Examples of the endiags in imperative forms: 


2.Sk6 swux-a-j- Smj-e-j-@ my-@-j-@ vbroh-g-g-g 
2.pl. ~a-j-ée -e-j-te -%-j-ée -~$-J-Ee 
% Hi -a-j-ny -e-j-my -%-j-my -£-$-ny 
Examples of the copula attached to the 1l-form 


(fem.sg. and non-pers.pl.) and to an anomalous 
stem of byé ‘to be': 


1eS&- swux-a-w-a-n jest-em 
2eSke -a-w-a-§ -e§ 
3eS&- ~a-w-a-g -g 
1.pl. —a-w-y-5my -eSmy 
2.pl. -a-w-y-Sée _-e&te 
3.ple -a-w-y-@ sow-@ 


4.0 Formants. The formants listed below occur 
in Polish verbs. 


4.1 Imperative formant. This formant has the 
following allomorpls: After a stem ending in a 
vowel, -—j-; after a stem ending in a consonant 
precede y a vowel, zero; after a stem ending 

in a consonant cluster, -ij- alternating with 

-yj- after retracted consonants. In this formant 
we have the alternation j“%, which usually appears 
in root-morphemes (see "Morphophonemics" 2.2.2.1.1) 
and the alternation imy, a general morphophonemic 
alternation conditioned by the preceding consonent. 
Examples of this formant in the 2.sgeimp. of the 
verbs é 'to listen', bromié 'to defend', 

myé 'to wash' Spaé 'to sleep’, and dZeé 'to tear' 
appear below: 


swux-a-j-f, broh-G-g-%9, my-G-j-G, &p-G-ij-@, 
dz-0—y JB 


4.2 Present participle formant. This formant 

has the allomorph -nc- after thematic o and 

oe otherwise (after thematic e anda). The 

a rnations (oQ, prefixation of D are the 

pon as in the 4.pl.pres. ending. 

Examples: swux-a—jonc— $m j-e-jonc-9, 

broh-o-nc-$, my-jo-nc-9. 

4.3% Infinitive formant. This formant is -€. 

When it is attached to stems ending in k or g,k or & 
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are replaced by zero and Le) see "Morpho- 
honemics" 2.1.2.2.4). 0 26s es 
mj-e-é, brof-ié, my-Z-é, pe-J~c. 
4,4 1-formant. This formant is -w-, with the 
stage II variant -l- before the masculine per- 
sonal plural ending i (a change characteristic 
of adjective ana and the variant zero, when 
it follows a stem ending in a consonant and is 
not followed by a vowel, as semivowels do not 
appear in Polish in the positions C C or C-#¥ 
(see "Morphophonemics" 1.1.7.1). Examples 
from swuxaé ‘to listen, and vjeSé 'to convey’: 


Masc.sSg. swux-a-w-G vjus-2-g-g 


.Swux-a-€, 


neut.sg. -a-w-0 Vv joz—G—w-o 
fem.sg. —a-w-a -f-w—-a 
masc.pers.pl. -a-l-i vje2-G-1-i 
non-pers.pl. —a-w-y v joz—S-w-y 


4.5 Gerund formant. This formant has the allomorph 
-fSy after stems ending in a vowe} or in W and —Sy 
after stems ending in consonants. Examples: 
swux-a-fSy, za-cow-G-fSy, vjus-G-S5y, mew-g-Sy. 











4.6 Past participle formant. This formant 

has the following allomorphs: t~€ after stems 
ending in thematic zero preceded by nasal 
consonant, x, or any vowel but a, pf after 
stems ending in thematic vowels other than zero 
or in thematic zero preceded by a. The stage II 
consonants & and fi occur before The masculine 
personal nominative plural ending i, t and on 
(stage I) appearing before the remaining endings, 
an alternation common ’'to adjective stems. 


za-jen-$-t-y za-jeh-g-é-i '‘occupied' 


my-S-t-y my--6-i ‘washed’ 

ze-psu-%-t-y ze-psu-@-£-i 'spoiled' 
broh-o-n-y Scaliednt ‘defended’ 
kox-a-n-y kox—a-h-i "beloved' 


4.7 Verbal noun formant. This formant has 
the allomorphs € and &, which alternate under 
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the same conditions as the allomorphs of the 
past participle formant. 


za—-jeh-f-é-e ‘occupation, siezure' 
my-%—-E-e ‘washing’ 
ze-psu-G-ét-e "spoiling' 

broh-e-f-e 'defending' 

kox-a-f-e ‘loving' 


540 Composition of verb forms. The Polish 
conjugation comprises the following forms: 


Present-stem forms 
present tense forms (singular and plural, 
three persons each) 
imperative forms (second person singular, 
first and second plural 
present participle (all the forms of the 
adjective declension) 
Infinitive-stem forms 
infinitive (one form only) 
l-forms (five forms for three genders 
in singular, two in plural) 
gerund (one form only 
past participle (all the forms of the 
adjective declension) 
verbal noun (all the forms of the noun 
declension) 


We have seenabove that it is often convenient 
for ease of description to divide the present 
tense forms into w-forms and non-y-forms(first 
person singular and third person plural being 
w-forms, the others non-w). 

Naturally, not all Polish verbs show all 
the above forms. The verbal noun and present 
participle occur chiefly in imperfective verbs,’ 
while the gerund and past pageesyer occur 
chiefly in perfective verbs. Some verbs lack 
both past participle and verbal noun. 

Others lack an imperative. The above scheme 
represents a maximum array of forms. One verb 
Cope ‘to be') is anomalous in that it has two 
sets of forms not included in the above scheme. 
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These two sets of forms consist of the bases 
jest-sow and by to which the copula forms are 
added, 

In regard to their structure the forms of the 
Polish conjugation fall into three types: 
stem plus ending (present tense), stem plus 
formant (infinitive and gerund), stem plus 
formant plus ending (imperative, present parti- 
ciple, 1-form, past participle, and verbal noun). 


For purposes of syntactic analysis it would 
be nesessary to divide the verb forms into true 
verb forms (present tense, imperative), quasi- 
nominal forms (infinitive, l-form, anomalous 
forms of byé), nominal forms (substantival: verbal 
noun, adjectival: present and past participles), 
and an adverbial form (gerund). 


6.0 Illustative tables. Below are given in 
tabular form examples of characteristic verbs 

of each verb class. The following forms are given 
in the following order: 


1.sg.pres. (illustrative of present tense w-forms) 
3.sgepres. (illustrative of non-w-forms) 
2.sgepres. (illustrative of imperative forms) 
pres. part. masc.nom.sg. short form (illustrative 
of present participle forms) 
infinitive 
1-form €emsg., if there is no stem variation 
in the l-forms. In those verbs which have 
stem variation in the l-forms, chiefly verbs 
of the e class, the masc. sg. and masc. pers.pl. 
are given as well) 
gerund ; 
past part.masc.nom.sg. (illustrative of past part- 
iciple forms) 
verbal noun nom.sg. (illustrative of verbal noun 
forms ) 


If forms other than those listed are given for 
any verb, they will be indicated by an abbrev—- 
iation placed after them. 
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here a given verb does not have one of the 
above listed forms, its absence will be indic- 
ated by a series of dashes. Other conventions 
adhered to in examples given earlier in this 
study will continue to be observed. 





6.1 a-verbs 6.1.1 a-verb 6.2 S-verbs 
swuxat daé Smijeé 
‘to listen' ‘to give' ‘to dare' 
swux-a-m d-a-m (3.pl.pres. $§mj-e-m 
-a-9 -a-$ daz-o-w) -e-G 
-2-j-6 ~a-j-0 ~e-j-0 
-a-jonc-9 a —oe 
-a-c —a-é oie 
-a-w-a -a-w-a -a-w-G 
-a-fSy -a-fSsy -a-w-a 
-a-n-y -a-n-y -e-l-i 
-a-fh-e -a-h-e wana 
62201 é-verb 6.3.1 e-verbs 6.3.2 e-verbs 
vijezet (base-final vowel) (base-final r) 
"to know' ; myé dzeé 
vj-e-m (3.pl.pres. win Pri Faas 
Res Ps ed -je-9 dz-e-9 
vjez-o-nce-g a= J yd 
- & -jo-nc-@ dr-o-nc-¢ 
begs 2 -$-é dz-e-€ 
eset -$-w-a dar-G-w-a 
—., 2 “se 
po-v jez—-a-fSy # hi WB 
¢ anes -$-t-e Z-té-e 


vjez-e-fh-e 
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6. 5.3 e-verts 6. 3-4-1 e-verbs 
(vase-final w) (base-final m) 
mleé zajohé 
‘to grind’ ‘to occupy’ 
mjel-e-w za-jm -e-W 
-e-G -jmj-e-@ 
-0-Z-8 or ml-e-j-¢ -jm -$-ij-¢ 
-o-nc-G asain 
ml -e-é -joh-g-& 
mew -@-w-a or mjel-i-w-a -jo -G-w-g 
-D-Sy -je -O-w-a 
-$-t-y or mjel-o-n-y a | 
mjel-e-f-e -jow-G-fSy 
-jen-$-t-y 
—jeh-g-é-e 


6+4-4.2 e-verbs 6.3.4.3 e-verbds 
(base-final n) (suffix -n/now-) 


zatoné éongnohé zostaé 
'to begin" to pull' to remain' 
za-tn -e-W € ong-n-e-w zo-sta—n-e-W 
-th -e-g -h-e-¢ -h-e-g 
-£-i j- -f-f-ij-9 -h-J-6-g 
a —n-o-nc-g --- 
-éoh-g-é —noh-g-& g-é 
-Co -J-w-G -no -$-w-G g-w—-a 
-éte -—J-w—-a -ne -%-w-a -fSy 
_-G-1-i -ne -$-l-i ones 
-—tow-$-f Sy -now-$-fSy -—- 
-éen-J-t-y -hen-9-t-y 
-téeh-J-éE-e ~fheh-G-é-e 
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6.3-5.1 e-verbs 603-562 e-verbds 6.3.6 e-verbs 


(base-final (base-final (base-final 
8 or Z) torg k or g) 
vijeSé vjeSé stSyc 

'to convey by ‘to lead' 'to shear 
vehicle’ cut hair! 
Vv joz—e-w vjod—e-w stSyg-e-w 
vjez-e-@ vjez~e-G stSyz-e-@ 
vje5-2-2-9 vjet-B-B-S steys-S-f-9 
vjoz—o-nc-@ vjod-o-nc-g stSyg-o-nc-G 
vje&~-G-é vje5-g-é stsy ~J-c 
vjus-¢--G vjut-S-2-g stSyg-O-w-a 
vjoz—Z—-w—-a v jod-S-w-a stSyk-6-3Sy 
vjeZ—--1-i v jed-G-1-i stSyZ-o-n-y 
v jus-0-s8y v jut-6-sy -e-fh-e 
v jeZ-o-n-y v jez-0-n~y 
vjez—-e-fh-e ~e-f-e 

6-3-7 e-verb 6.4 i-verbs 

(anomalous ) bronié Zucyé 

byé ‘to defend' ‘to throw’ 

‘to be' —— wap 
bend-e-w -i-@ 3g g 
beh%Z—e- -~J-Z-D tae g 
bohé&-g-g-g -o-nc-$ se 
bend-o-nc-¢ -i-é Kins 
by -f-é —i-w-a aie 

-J-w—-a -i-fSy ib 
wat Brite 2 ~e-fne 
-$-é-e 


(plus: jest-en, 
jest-e eeeeee 
so-w, and by-m, 
by-8, etc.) 
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6.4 ieverbs (coutinued) 





6.5 a/é-verb 


roSit¢ zrobit , audec ' 
'to a re to make, do' neve 
Be xe i n-a-m 
pros-e-w z—-robj-e-w -a-g 
pros-i-¢ z-rob -i-@ mj-e-j-¢ 
8-8-2 z-rup -0-9-9 m-a-jonc-g 
pro3-o-nc-G (robj-)o-ne-¢ mj-e-é 
pros-i-¢é z—-rob —i-é -a-w-G 
-i-w-a : -i-w-a ~a-wea 
(po-)pro$S-i-fsy -i-fsy giant 
pros-o-n~-y z-robj-o-n-y Sinte 
-e-n-e -e-h-e anenee 
-e-f-e 


6.6 e/a-verbs 


dsaé brat 
"to write’ 'to take’ 
pis-e-w bjor-e-w 
-e-J bjez-e-¢ 
~9-D-9 bjes-6--g 
-o-nc-G bjor-o-nc-g 
pis-a-é br -a-é 
“ora -a-w-a 
(na-pis-a-fSy) (vy-br-a-fsy) 
pis-a-n—y a 


6.6.1 (continued) 


vykonyvaé avaé 
"to finish —— 


© give' 
4 da-je-w 
Vy~-KOn-u-je-w -je-¢g 
—u-je-2 -v-a-j-g 
-u-2-j-2 -jo-nc-g 
~u-jo=nc-9 -v-a-é 
i Aliant -V-2-w-a 
-yv—-a-w-a wees 
bath: —V-a-n-y 
“yv~-a-n—y -v-a-fi-e 
-yv-a-f-e 
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(with base—-extension) 


6.6.1 e/a-verbs 
(with stem-suffixes) 





6.7. 
Zenkovaé r (wit 
'£o thank' 
3enk—u-je-w : 
u-je-Z "te 
u-$-j-2 ze! 
u-jo-nc-g 
3enk-ov—a-é ( 
OV—a&—-w-a ( 
tage se~ 
—ov—-a-n-y ) 


3enk-ov—a—fh-e 


6.6.2 e/a-verbs | 


dolaé | 
‘to a ypouring' | 


| 
do-le-je-w 
-je-B 
-£-j-2 
(1le-jo-nc-Z) 
do-l-a-é 
-l-a-w-a 
~a-fSy 
-a-n-y 
-a-f-e 








rp| 6603 e/a-verd (irreg.) 6.7 e/é-verbs 
jexaé vieé 
teSTe, go by vehicle’ 'to boil' 
jad-e-w vi-e-w or vr-e-wW 
jez-e-2 -e-2 
jeE-2-B-B -$-yj-2 or vi-e-j-g 
jad-—o-nc-G -o-nc-% or vr-o-nc-¢ 
jex-a-é -e-é 
—a-w-a -a-w-G 
--- -a-w-a 
mae ~gobnd 
-e-f-e 
) 6.7.1 e/é-verds 6,7,2 e/é-verb 6.8 &/e-verb 
(with base- (irreg. ) aie 
extension) bie ye 
, Zemdleé | 'to wish, want' ie 
to faint s; — j-e-m (3.pl. 
ze-mdle-je-w -e-¢  “. pres. _ 
-je-B xé-e-j-2 jec-P-2-0 = je4-0-W) 
(mdle-g-j-@) xc-o-nce-g je3-o-nc-G 
(  -jo-ne-$) xé-e-é jeS-G-€ 
Y) ze-mdl -e-é -a-w-@ jat-2-9- 
y} -a-w-G -a-w-a jad-@-w-a 
| -a-w-a -e-l-i jed-$-1-i 
| -e-1l-i otis (z-jat-O-Sy ) 
| ~a-fsy -a-n-y je3-0-n-y 
| -o-n-y -e-f-e -e-fi-e 
| -e-fh-e 
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6.9 i/a-verb 


Or 


spa 
sl 
ag 8 
p -i- 
-$-i 
$n j-o-n 
sp -a-€ 
-a-W 





ct 


° 


@ 


wor ms 
0 


ep 


j-@ 


c-9 


3 


(za-sp-a-f Sy) 
~a-n-y ) 
sp -a-fh-e 


6.10 j/é-verbs 


(vase-final front 


consonant ) 


viset 

Oo see’ 
vi3z-e-w 
viz-i-@ 


viz—-o-nc-g 
viz, 


-e-é 

-a-w-@ 
—a-w-a 
-e-l-i 
-a-fSy 
-a-n-y 
~a-f-i 


6.9.1 i/a-verbd 


(with base- 
extension) 
stac 
‘to be standing' 
sto-je-w 
-ji-@ 
stu-g- j-2 
sto-jo-nc-g 
st -a-é 
-a-w-a 


-a-n-o (neut. 


sg.nom.short form) 


-a-N—e 


6.10.2 i/é-verbds 
(base-final labial (base-final n) 
consonant ) 


lubjeé 
'to love’ 
lubj-e-w 
lub -i-@ 


lup -¢-2-2 


lub j-o-nc- 


-e-é 

-a-w-D 
-a-w-a 
-e-l-i 
-a-n-y 


(masc. -e-h-e 


pers.nom.pl.) 
vi3z-e-f-e 
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6.10 i/é-verbs 


swySseeé 
swy 5-e-w 
-y-2 
-—o-nc-G 
-e-é 
-a-w-G 
-a-w-a 
-e-l-i 
-a-fsy 
—a-n-y 
-e-h-e 


6.10.3 i/é-verbs 


pomhet 


'to remember’ 
pomn-e-w 


pomh-i-@ 
-f-ij-2 
pomn-o-nc-% 
pomh-e-é 
-a-w-G 
-a-w-a 
-e-l-i 
(za-—pomh-a-f Sy) 
-a-n-y 
—o-n-y 
-e-fh-e 


or 

















POLISH VERB II 


(Interparadigmatic alternations) 


0.1 This study continues the morphological 
analysis of the Polish verb begun in Polish 
Verb I. That study analysed the morphological 
structure of the individual verb paradigm.This 
one treats the formal relationships between the 
individual paradigms. 


1.0 In Polish,as in all Slavic languages, the 
category of aspect is fundamental in the verbal 
system. A given verb belongs to one of two 
aspect categories, traditionally called perfect- 
ive and imperfective. It is possible to assign 
averb to one or the other of these categories 
by syntactic criteria, for there are syntactic 
frames where only imperfective verbs occur. 
Thus, in Polish, any verb which occurs ina 
periphrastic construction with the present ze 
tense of the_verb byé as auxiliary (e.g. bendew 
pié or bendew piw ‘I'll be drinking’) is 
imperfective. _Any verb whith cannot so occur 

is prefective. Accompanying the dichotomy 
perfective-imperfective, which can be defined, 
as above, in purely formal terms, is a semantic 
distinction. Imperfective verbs describe an 
action or situation as an ongoing process and 
are noncommittal as to its beginning or ending, 
while perfective verbs describe an action or 
process as a finite unit, bounded at some point 
in time. Corrollary to this, imperfective verbs 
usually represent an action as incomplete, in 
progress, or sometimes as habitual or repetitive, 
while perfective verbs usually represent an 
action as complete, accomplished (the so-called 
inceptive verbs represent the beginning of an 
action as completed and marked off in time). 
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The present tense of a perfective verb in 
Polish has a future meaning, that is, it 
describes an action or process as taking 
place and terminating in the future. Only 
the imperfective verb can be used with present 
meaning. 


while isolated imperfective and perfect- 
ive verbs occur (imperfective much more 
frequeatly than perfective), Polish verbs 
usually occur in pairs with essentially the 
same lexical meaning, but with the semantic 
distinction described above. Both members 
of a perfective-imperfective pair (aspect 
pair) usually have the same morpheme as their 
base. A morpheme serving as base for more 
than one verb will hereafter be called a 
verbal root morpheme or simply root. All 
verbs which have the same root I term a verb 
family. A very small number of verb families 
include aspect pairs whose members do not 
share the same root. A verb family almost 
always contains an unprefixed verb, which 
is also usually unsuffixed. 
I term this verb the root verhIf there is more 
than one unprefixed verb in the family, the 
verb without suffix is the root verb. If there 
is more than one unprefixed and unsuffixed verb 
in the family, the verb in which the root 
shows fewest morphophonemic alternations from 
its shape in other words in which it occurs is 
the root verb. The root verb is with few 
exceptions imperfeective. It is typically 
accompanied by ome or more prefixed verbs with 
no other alternation of the stem but prefixa- 
tion, which are perfective. One of these 
prefixed perfectives may be the perfective 
counterpart of the root verb. 
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Forming aspect pairs with the remaining 
prefixed perfectives will be a number of verbs 
with the same prefixes but with some further 
modification of the stem (suffixation, morpho- 
phonemic change in the root, change of thema- 
tic vowel class). These I term prefixed 
imperfectives. Besides the root verb there 
may be another unprefixed imperfective showing 
the same modification of the stem as the 
prefixed imperfectives. This I term the 
unprefixed secondary imperfective. In some 
cases it carries a different shade of meaning 
from the root verb, implying habitual, continu- 

ous, or repetitive (whether sporadic or 
regular) action. In other cases, it seems to 
be nearly or completely synonymous with the 
root verb. The pattern of derivation of a 
typical Polish verb family is: 





root verb > unprefixed secondary 
imperfective (stem 
modification other 
than prefixation) 
prefixed perfectives prefixed imperfectives 
(derivation by pre- (prefixation plus other 
fixation) —>» stem modification) 





2.0 List of verb family types. 


Below I shall list the various types of 
verb families occurring in my material (which 
I believe to cover substantially the entire 
Polish verb system). In the formulaic diagrams 
the following symbols are used: I=imperfective, 
P=perfective, S=the stem containing the simplest 
form of the root without suffixes (normally the 
stem as appearing in the root verb), p=prefix, 
=the suffix <=p/now, m=-modification of the a 
stem other than preftxation or addition of =p/pou-. 
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Thus pSm indicates modification of the stem 
occurring in the root verb through prefixation 
plus some other modification. A superscript 
numeral indicates that the particular constell- 
ation of elements indicated by the formula occurs 
in a number of verbs equal to the value of the 
numeral. Superscript wm indicates that that con- 
stellation occurs in an undefined number of verbs. 
Subscript numerals, when they occur, indicate an 
additional modification of the same type as 
indicated by a previous formula. Thus, occurr- 
ence of pS, pSm, and pSm indicate that besides 
prefixation the | stem is fiodified in two addit— 
ional and different ways. 


2.1 Root verb imperfective. 

2.1.1 Perhaps the simplest type of verb family 
consists of a root verb plus one or more pre- 
fixed perfectives. I1f there is only one pre- 
fixed perfective, it is the perfective counter- 
part of the root verb. If there is more than 
one, each prefixed perfective will have a slight 
ly different nuance of meaning and the root 
verb will be imperfective counterpart of all of 
them. Examples: 


I Pp 
Ss ps 

abon-ov—a—é za-abon-ov—a-& ‘to subscribe’ 
Ss 5 

telefon-ov—a-—é P 


za—telefon-ov—a-é ''to telephone’ 
po-telefon-ov-a-& 'to telephone’ 
ot-telefon-ov-a-& ‘to call back' 
s-telefon-ov-a-é 'to get in 
touch by 
telephone' 


221.2 One of the family types occurring 
most frequently consists of a root verb plus 
@ number of prefixed perfectives and imperfectives. 
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The root verb may or may not have a prefixed per- 
fective counterpart. If it does, that prefixed per- 
fective will not, of course, have a prefixed im- 
perfective counterpart. Examples: 


I I I 
Ss ps 
ps® psm®™ 
pros-i-& po-pros-i-é ‘to beg, ask' 


4 2 


pSe-proS-i-& pSe-praS-a-é ‘to beg pardon' 
za—pros—-i-é za—praS-a-é ‘to invite’ 


hd 
. 


u-pros—-i-é u-praS-a-é 'to request’ 
vy-proS-i-& vy-praS-a-é 'to ask (one) 
to leave' 
s—pros-i-é s-praS-a-é 'to invite 
many persons’ 
f-pro8-i-é f-praS-a-t 'to invite 
(oneself)' 
iS) ps” pSm® 
mu-%—c ‘to be able' 
po-mu-%-c po-mag-a-é 'to help' 


vVy—mu-S-c vy-mag-a-é 'to demand’ 
pSe-mu-f-c pSe-mag-a-¢ ‘to conquer’ 
The foregoing are common verb family types. The 


remaining types in this section (2.1) have but a 
few members each, - 


2.1.2.1 A variant of the preceding type has two or 
more prefixed perfectives corresponding to the root 
verb and one or more prefixed perfectives with pre- 
fixed imperfective counterparts. 


I P I 
Ss 
ps® psn® 
Zu-G-& po-Zu-g-é ‘to chew' 
Z-Zu-G-é "to chew up' 


pSe-Zu-@-E pSe-Zu-v-a-t& 'to chew up' 


2.1.2.2 & further variant has a prefixed perfect- 
ive counterpart to the root verb and a number of 
prefixed imperfectives with stem modification show- 
ing no perfective counterparts. 
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Pp I 
ps 





pSn®™ 
pj-a- za=—pj-a-é ‘to crow' 


(pres. pje-je-w) o-pje-v-a-é 'to sing of' 
&-pje-v-a-é 'to sing’ 


2.1.4 The prefixed perfectives may show a stem 
modification and the prefixed imperfectives a fur- 
ther modification. 


I P I 
S © @ 
psn, psn, 
muS—-e-é ‘must (inf.)' 
vy-muS-i-& vy-mu5-a-é 'to compel, extort’ 
z—musS—i-é z—-muS-a-é 'to compel 
pSe-muS-i-é pSe-muS-a-é ‘to compel' 


2.1.4 The root verb vjezeé "to know’ has a family 
containing a number oI prefixed perfectives, one of 
which has a prefixed imperfective counterpart 
which shows a stem modification different from the 
others. A prefixed imperfective with no perfect- 
ive counterpart also exists showing the second 
stem modification, and in addition thereis a per- 
fective-imperfective pair showing a third and a 
fourth stem modification. 


I P I I P pf 
te) 
ps” pSm, ” psm Ms 
pSmz 
vje%-e-é "to oY 
po-vje%-e-& po-vjad-—a—-é ‘to téll, order' 
za-vje%-e-€ za-vjad-a-é ‘to a@isappoint' 
do-vje%Z-e-& (etc.) do-vjad-yv-a-é ‘to find out’ 
(etc. ) za-vjad-yv-a-é 'to manage’ 
z-vje%-i-& z-vjaz—-a-é 
‘to visit' 


2.1.5 There are a few verb families which are 
essentially of the same type as 2.1.2, but with the 
addition of an unprefixed secondary imperfective. In 
verb families of this type the unprefixed secondary 
imperfective connotes repetitive or habitual per- 
formance of an action. 
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I ‘ Pp I 
S Sm 
ps® psm™ 
muv-i-é mavj-a-é 

po-muv-i-é po-mavj-a-é& ‘to discuss' 
v-muv-i-é v-mevj-a-é ‘to persuade’ 
o-muv-i-é o-mavj-a-é ‘to discuss’ 
od-muv-i-é od-mavj-a-é 'to refuse' 
za-muv-i-¢ za-mavj-a-é 'to order' 


etc. etc. 
p 1 P I 
Ss Sm ps 
; ps® pSm® 
pis-a-é pis-yv- na-pis-a-é ‘to write' 
-a-c s-pis-a-é s-pis-yv-a-é 'to list' 


o-pis-a-é o-pis-yv-a-é 'to describe' 
f-pis-a-ét f-pis-yv-a-é 'to write in' 
etc. etc. 
2.1.5.1 The family of the root verb leZeé ‘to lie' 
presents a variaat of the foregoing type in that two 


of its pS verbs are imperfective, rather than per~ 
fective, and have no perfective counterparts. 


I I P I I 
Ss Sm 
ps® ~ psn” 
ps 
lez—-e-é& leg-iv-a-é ‘to lie' 
po-lez-e-& po-leg-iv-a-é 'to liea 
while' 
vy-lez-e-é vy-leg-iv-a-é 'to lie 
etc. etc. enough' 
na-lez—e-é "to belong’ 
za-lez—e-é ‘to depend' 


2.2 Root verb imperfective; some verbs of the 
family show the suffix -n/now-. 


In a fairly large number of verb families, one or 
more verbs of the family contain the suffix oll 
Though, like prefixation,this suffix of itse 
does not indicate a perfective verb, when only one 
member of an aspect pair contains it, then that 
member is the perfective member. In families 
where this suffix plays a role, the perfective 
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counterpart of the root verb will be unprefixed, 
but will contain the suffix. A saumber of prefixed 
perfectives and imperfectives may occur. In this 
case verbs with no other stem modification than 
prefixation are prefixed imperfectives, while the 
prefixed perfectives are marked by the suffix 
—n/n0%-. The derivation pattern in families con- 
taliuing -nf/now- is: 
perfective counterpart—> prefixed per- 
| ; of root verb (Sn) fective (pSn) 


root verb (S) > prefixed in- 


perfective (pS) 
unprefixed secondary 


imperfective (Sm) 


2.2.1 the simplest type of family with -—gp/now- 
consists of a root verb plus one or more perfectives 
containing the suffix. 





I P 
Ss Sn 
kix-a-é kix-noh-@-& 'to sneeze' 


2.2.c With prefixed perfectives and iuperfectives 
we have: 


I I P Pp 
Ss Sno 
ps” pSa® 
bux-2a-—é bux-noi-g-é 'to burst, fall' 
vy-bux-a-é vy-bux-noh-g-é ‘to explode' 
vz—bux-a-é vz-bux-noh-@-é 'to puff up, 


burst' 


The foregoing are the most frequently occurring 
verb family types with -n/now-. The following fan- 
ily types have fewer members. 


2.2.3 In this type the pS verbs are perfective, 
with no imperfective counterparts. 
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pa P P 
Ss Sn o 
ps 
‘to splash' 
o-bryzg-a-& ‘to bespatter' 
z—-bryzg-a-E ‘to splash’ 
po-bryzg-a-é ‘to splash on' 
za-bryzg-a-& ‘to drench’ 


bryzg-a-& bryz—noh-¢g-é 


2.2.4 Here both pS and pSn are perfective, 
though with slightly different shades of meaning. 


I P P P 
Ss Sn 
ps® pSn® ae 
Svig-a-& %vig-noh-f-é OF SURRY s, Se 


u -§vig-a-€ u-Zvig-noh-f-& 'to raise’ 


a ogrig-o-t po-%vig-noh-g-& ‘to lift' 
tc. etc. 


2.2.5 In this type the prefixed imperfective 
verys show a stem modification, 


P ) I 
Ss Sn 
ps® pSm® 
liz-a-& liz—nof-g-é to lick 


vy-liz—a-& vy-liz-yv-a-& 'to lick out' 
z -liz—a-é Z -liz-yv-a-é ‘to lick off' 
etc. etc. 


2.2.6 In this type a double set of prefixed 
imperfectives occurs, with and without stem 
modification. 


125 





I d a . 


:xTygns 3eq9 QNOoUITsA 
——- . d pextyerzd ezey 8°2Z*2 





°09e *o9e -~ 
,puTmUnN 09, Q-ef-TA-£A 9Q-g-You-TA-fa 9-g-TA-LA 
,eTppems 04, 9-ef-TA-od 9-g-you-Ta-od 9-g-Ta-od 
,dn putm 09, 9-ef-TA-euU 9-Y-You-TA-eu 9-g-TA-wsu 
,U9eeImM B@ eyeu 09, Q-el-fA-N 9-g-YOU-TA-n 9-g-TA-n 
,ouTMy *puTM OF, 9-G-TA 


ousd @usd 454 : 


. . . -nd00 


UOTABOTIJTPOM Megs AnoyugTM seaATQ0esazed pextyead anos ATuo se ‘*qazaa 
eTdwes e449 UT e_geTduoouT st uzeqjed oy, “uoTQeoTsJTpow me4s Teqqanys 
MOUS SOATZOOTIOdMT pextyeud eu, “uUoOTAZeOTJTpPOW Weq4s OU YATM 4esS 

eB U4TM Buote *sanooo -moU/U— YXTM SeATQZOeTIed pextjemd fo yas y 
*qredzeqgunood eaATQgoesared ou sey qzeaa 4002 044 edf£4 Styg UT 1°4°2°2 








,exTI4S °049 *990 °0240 
09 puey & OSTed 04, 9-e-AA-xXeU-eZz 9-Y-You-xeuwl-ez Q-e-xeu-ez 
,Ustpuermq ‘eaem 04, 9Q-e-AA-xeU-od 9-g-u0U-xeu-od Q-e-xeu-od 
,Ustpuerq ‘evem 09, Q-e-As-xeu-—f£A 9-Y-You-xvu-—fAa Q-e-xeu-fa 
,USTInNoTS Seaem 04, . . 9-g-uou-xeu Paani 
ws us S) 
@ @ ug @ S 
I d d d I 


*siInod00 uoTQBOTITpOoM we4s 

U9TM eATQOeSIedMT pextjeid y *—mouU/U- YATM eATQZOeTIEd 

pextyeid ey4 09 UOTATPPe UT sATQOeTIEed ST UOTAeOTIJTpOM 

We9gs QnougTM Quea pextjead eyq4 edfé4 styg ut £°2°2 
,O9UT YseTds 09, 9-g-you-shiq- J Q-e-AT-ySAIQ—- J Q-e-YyskIQ- FJ 
,o9u0 gnods 09, 9-g-you-sf14-do 9-e-at-ysh14-do 9-e-ysf14-do 
,ano qgnods 09, 9-g-you-shiq-AA 9Q-e-AT—ySAIQ9-LA 9Q-e-HSLI4-LA 








,asnd ‘ysetds 09, 9-g-you-sfkiz4 9-2-8414 
ugd usd gd 
@ us @ @ 9 
I z I T I 


126 








,3NO YSeTI oF, 
Q-e-AT=yskmq-f£A 8 9-g-you-sfmq—-f£a 


sT999TTS ‘euTys 04, 9-g-you-sfmq-esd 9-e-ysf{mq-asd 
,5U9I0F SuTYS 09, 9-g-gou-skmq-ez 9 9-98-gsfmq-ez hi 
sUSeTI ‘outgs 074, 9-g-you-sfmq 9-9-oSs4mq Q-e-ys f£mnq 
ug ws S 
I d d t d I 
€°6°2°2 
) PTAWeTy 9-g-you-Z1p-ez 9-9-ZIp-eZz 9-eB-S1p-—ez 
eyenb 04, 9-g-you-Z1p 9-98-Z1Ip 9-8-Z1p 
usd usd sd 
us us Ss 
d d z I I I 
,eTZutTl to0 e°6°e"e 
ung 09 UTSeq 04, 9-g-Yyou-yuezq-ez 9-9-9UuezZq-ez 
,eTSutTl ro umy OF, 9-g-you-yusezq 9-98-9U8Zq 9-e-yU98Zq 
pusd @usd 
us ws $s 
d d d I I 


*SATQRDaTZedWT PuNOdMOS ou ST SstSey4 SISH 1L1°6°2°2 
*eaoge sedf4 
6u4 JO SUOTAZBTIBA JOyAINS jJuesedder pue seaTqyoesazedut ATepuooes 


pextyermdun eaey -Mou/u- SuTutequod set[TMesy qaea Jo sequnu y 6°2°2 
,s8en3 04, 9-e-Afk-peS-z 9-g-you-pes-z 


,88enB 04, 9-e-afk-peS-po 9-g-you-pe3s-po el 6) 
,TBeOP QeeTR eB HTSQ 04, 9-e-As-peS-eu 9-8-pes-seu 
,»ATe9 09, 9-e-Af-peS-od 9-e8-pes-od 
sAT2#9 09, 9-8-pes 
pusd wus 
musd @S4 g 
I d d I 


wwe. ixFJgns 3eqQ 4ZnNoUQTA 
Tw st +3 da Dex t yemd ezrey e°*2°2 





127 








222.10 Families in which the root verb 

shows a longer variant of the root. In these famn- 
ilies the root shows an alternation of its vowel 
with zero. +he variant with the vowel appears in 
the root verb. 


2.2.10.1 This is a variant of type 2.2.2. 





e 
I 1 Pp P 
Sn Sn 
psm® pSa® 
tyk-a-é tk-noh-g-é 'to touch’ 
do-tyk-a-é do-tk-nof-%-é 'to concern!’ 
vy-tyk-a-é vy-tk-noh-@-é 'to point out, 
etc. etc. accuse’ 
2.2.10.2 
I I P P 
Sm Smn 
psn® pSn® 
wyk-a-é wy k-noh-@-é ‘to swallow' 
po-wyk—a-é po-wk-nof-g-é 'to swallow' 
pSe-wyk-a-é _. pse-wk-noh-$-é 'to swallow 
na-wyk-a-é (Sew) -- ‘to become satiated’ 


2.2.10.3 Here we have an unprefixed secondary 
inperfective. 


I | P I P P 
Sn Sn Sn 
’ e psn, - psn* 
pSmzn 
dyx-a-é dyS-e-é tx-nof-Z-é 


od-dyx-a-é ode-tx-nof-g-é 
na-dyx-a-€ na-tx-noh-g-é 
z—dyx-a-é z—dex—noh-g-é 


dyxaé, dyset, txnoht , odd é, and odetxnohé mean 
= : _———— ay 

"to Bteathe nadyxac natxnohé ‘to inspire’, and 

zdyxat, zdexnohc "to expire, "croak"', dyxaé is 

Infrequent and txnohé very rare. 


2.2.11 Families in which the root verb (imperfect- 
ive) has the suffix -n/nof-, 


2.2.11.1 In this pattern the root verb corresponds 
to one or more prefixed perfectives. 
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I 4 
@® 


n 
bzZyd-nof-$-& o-bzZyd-noh-g-é 'to become ugly,loathsome 
z-bzyd-noh-G-é 'to become ugly, ee 


2.2.11.2 Here we have root verb and prefixed per- 
fectives with the suffix -n/now-, the prefixed 
imperfectives without. 


I P I 
Sn 
pia” ps ' ' 
&ong-noh-g-é to pull 


po-—Cong-noh-g-& po-tong-a-é ‘to pull' 
vy-éong-nof-g-& vy-éong-a-é ‘to pull out' 
etc. etc. 


2e2.11.4 Here the root verb and prefixed per- 
fectives show the suffix Bsnowe and the pre- 
fixed imperfectives show a further modification, 
There may or may not be a perfective counter- 
part to the root verb. 


I A I 
Sn 
psn® psm®™ 
wo ‘to zoon' 


po-mk-nof-@g-& po-myk-a-é 'to move forward' 
vy-mk-noh-g-€ vy-myk-a-& 'to shove away' 
u-mk-noh-g-& u-myk-a-é 'to flee,escape' 


2.3 Root verd perfective. The great majority 
of Polish verb families have imperfective root 
verbs, but a small number have perfective root 
verbs. 


2.3-1 Most commonly, the perfective root verb 
has an imperfective counterpart with stem modi- 
fication. 
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Prefixed imperfectives will show the same stem 
modification. Prefixed perfectives will show 
the stem of the root verb with the addition of 
their respective prefixes. 


P P I - 
Ss Sn 
ps pSm 
d-a-€é da-v-a-é ‘to give' 
po-d-a-—é po-da-v-a-é ‘to hand over' 
od-—d-a-é od-da-v-a-é ‘to return’ 
do-d-4-é do-da-v-a-é ‘to add' 
etc. etc. 


2.4 Families with no unprefixed root verb. 

A small number of verb families has no unpre- 
fixed root verb, but simply a number of pre- 
fixed aspect pairs, the imperfective member 
of each showing some variation in its stem 
with respect to the perfective counterpart. 


P I 
ps® pSn® 
za-watf-i-é za-watfj-a-é 'to settle,take care of' 
u-watf-i-é u-watfj-a-& 'to facilitate' 


2.5 Families with more than one root. Ina few 
cases verb families show two roots. In these 
cases the foltowing constellations occur, 


2.5-1 In this type we have prefixed per- 
fectives made on the stem of the perfective 
root verb and prefixed imperfectives made on 
the stem of the imperfective root verb with 
modification. 


I I P P 
Ss Ss 

" 

pS, 2” 2 ps” 
kwaS-G-& woz—y-é ‘to put,lay' 
pSe-kwad~a-& pSe-woz-y-é 'to carry over, 
translate’ 
etc. etc. 
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4.0 Classification of alternations occurring 
between members of a verb family. 


Alternations occurring between members of 
a verb family comprise prefixation, suffixation, 
shift of thematic class, and root modification. 


Prefixation (contrasted with its absence) 
marks the perfective member of an aspect pair. 
It does not occur together with other features 
in distinguishing aspect counterparts. That is, 
when the perfective member of the pair is distin- 
guished by prefixation, the rest of the stem is 
the same in both members of the pair, whereas if 
the aspect counterparts are distinguished by some 
other formal feature, prefixation will be present 
or absent in both members of the pair. Only the 
perfective counterparts of root verbs are marked 
by prefixation. Variation of the various prefix- 
es serves to distinguish the aspect pairs within 
a verb family from each other. 


Suffixation. The suffixes which play a role 
in distinguishing members of a verb family are 
-n/now (occurring only in verbs of thematic 
class e -u/ov- and —u/yv- (e/asverbs); and 
-Vv- (sometimes “Tt in e/a-verbs, b ‘usually in 
_a-verbs). The presence of —p/now- (contrasted 
with its absence ) marks the perfective member of 
an aspect pair. In this it is similar to prefix- 
ation, and in some types of verb families this 
suffix, rather than prefixation, marks the per- 
fective counterpart of the root verb. However, 
unlike prefixation, it can occur together with 
other kinds of alternation in distinguishing 
members of an aspect pair and it can mark pre- 
fixed perfectives as well as perfective counter- 
parts to root verbs. The presence of the remain- 
ing suffixes (versus absence of a given suffix) 
serves to mark the imperfective member of an 
aspect pair. They too can occur together with 
other types of alternation. 
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Shift of thematic class almost always accompan- 
ies any stem alternation other than prefixation 
and occurs, alone as a distinguishing feature in 
aspect pairs in a great number. of cases. If one 
verb of an aspect pair. is of the a or e class 
(the counterpart being of some other class) and 
no suffixation is involved as a distinguishing 
feature, the a or e verb will be the imperfective 
member of the pair. 


Modification of the verb root may involve 
root final consonant alternation conditioned by 
alternation of the subsequent element. Such alter- 
nation will be of the nature of substitutive 
softening ("Morphophonemics" 2.1.1) or,alternation 
of the root final consonant with zero. 1 Other 
types of root modification are addition of root 
extension -a (in the case of P d-a-é, I da-v-a-é) 
and -e (in a number of cases where the stem or the 
root verb has thematic e in some form) before the 
suffix -<v-, alternation of root-internal vowel, 
and alternation of root internal consonant. 

Root internal consonant alternations involve sub- 
stitutive softening and usually occur together 
with root internal vowel alternation. 


Below will be listed the combinations of 
alternations (stem modification) occurring be- 
tween members of aspect pairs and between root 
verbs and unprefixed secondary imperfectives (the 
same kinds of alternations are involved in both 
cases). As we have seen, prefixation does not 
occur conjointly with other features in distin- 
guishing aspect counterparts and so will be omit- 
ted in the listing below. Since shift of then- 
atic class is involved in the vast majority of 
these combinations, they will be classified on the 
basis of the thematic classes involved. In each 
case, the variants occurring in the imperfective 
member of the aspect pair (or unprefixed second- 
ary imperfective) will be listed first (on the 
left), followed by the variants occurring in the 
perfective member (or root verb). 
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the same convention will be followed in citing ex- 
anples, the imperfective member being listed first, 
followed by the perfective. 


3.1 Imperfective verb of a class. 


3.1.1 asa. (Counterpart verb of a class, no change 
of thematic vowel.) 


3.1.1.1 Root vowel modification. 

y-6: s-pyx-a-¢:ze-px-a-¢ ‘to push (off or down)' 
3.1.2 a:é. 
4.1.2.1 Suffixation plus root-extension. 


-@,-Vv-: po-roz-umje-v-a-é: po-roz—-umj-e-é 'to 
come to an understanding' 


3.1.2.2 Alternation of root vowel conditioned by 
alternation of root-final coasonant. 


cA 


ea: po-vjad-a-é:po-vje%-e-é ‘to tell, order' 
ee a:e@. 


4.1.4.1 No other alternation (than thematic class 
shift). 


vy-krad-a-é:vy-kraS-@-¢ (pres. vy-krad-e-w) 'to 
steal' 
bi-ja-é:bi-g-é 'to beat' 


uote that after roots ending in a front vowel j is 
prefixed to the thematic vowel (see "Morphophonemics" 
1.1.14). ‘this particular correspondence does not 
occur with roots ending in a back vowel (these take 
the suffix -v-; see below). 

432.1.3.2 Alternation of root vowel. © 


y@: za-éyn-a-é:za-éon-g-@ (pres. za—-éa-e-w) 


‘to begin' 

i-v@: na-gin-a-é:na-gjoh-6Z-é (pres. na-gn-e-w) 
"to bend' 

O“a: po-mag-a-é:po-mu-g-é (pres. po-mog-e-w) 
‘to help' 


- 


5e143.5 Alternation of root vowel accompanied by 
root-internal consconent change. 


Consonant change: stage I before zero, stage II 
before vowel. 
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im@: na-€in-a-é:na-éoh-g-— (pres. na-tn-e-w) 
"to cut’ 
Consonant change: stage I before zero or a, stage 
II before other. vowel. 


enge: ob—Zer—a—€:ob-dz-e-é (1-form: ob-dar-g-G-7) 
‘to peel' 


3.1.3.4 Suffixation. 
-n-/now-: bux-—a—-é:bux-nof-g-é 'to fall or burst’ 
<—v-: u-éu-v—-a-é:u-éu-g-& 'to feel' 


When the thematic class correspondence is a:e, the 
suffix -v- occurs only with roots ending in u or y. 


32.1.3-5 Suffixation plus’ 
~n/now- 


oma: po-xwafi-a—€ : po-xwo-noh-9-& ‘to swallow 
up, devour 


y“@: po-wyk-a-é: po-wk-noh-g-é 'to swallow' 


yu(eug'): z—dyx-a-—é : z—dex-noh-g-é 
"to expire,"croak"' (cf. tx-nofh-g-é 
‘to breath into') 


-n-now-, -v- 
eno’: vy-Ze-v—-a-é:vy—-Z0-noh-g-& 'to evaporate’ 

301.4, asi. 
3.1.4.1 No other alternation, 

vy-pewh-a-é:vy—pewh-i-& 'to fill out' 

spen3-a-é:spehzi-& (pres.spen3-e-W) ‘to spend’ 
32124.2 Root vowel alternation. 

Ona: z-val-f-a-é:z-vol-f-i-& ‘to free' 


3016453 Alternation of root-internal vowel and 
preceding consonant plus alternation of root- 
final consonant. 


Root internal consonant: stage I before Qg, 
stage II before e. Root final consonant: stage I 
before thematic a, stage II before i. 
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eo! ot-fjer-a-¢:ot-foz-y-é 'to open' 

ara/ee 

Suffixation plus root extension. 
mje-v-a-E:mj-e-é ‘to have' 


aze/ae 





3.1.6-1 Suffixation. 


-~v-: do-le-v-a-&:do-l-a-é (pres.do-le-je-w) 
'to add by pouring' 


4eieGee Root vowel alternation. 
y“@: vy-syw-a-é:vy-sw-a-é ‘to send out’ 


3.4.7 ati/ae 

321.721 Root vowel alternstion. 
yv@: sypj-a-&:sp-2-& (pres.&pj-e-w) ‘to sleep' 
“| 


3.1.8 azi/é 
3e7e&e1 Root vowel alternation. 


iv@: za-pomin-a-¢:za-pomh-e-é (pres, za-pomn- 
e-w) 'to forget' 

ec Imperfective verd of i class. 

Ae2el ite. 

3 


e2eie) Root-internal consonant alternation. 
Consonant: stage I in imperfective, stage II 
in perfective (or root verb). 


no&-i-é:fe&-g-é (pres.fos-e-w) ‘to carry' 


3e2-2 ise/a. 
3e2ece.1 Irregular root alternation, 
jezz-i-é: jex-a-& 'to ride, drive’ 
3.3 Imverfective verb of e/a class. 
30301 e/aze/a (mo change of thematic vowel type) 
3030121 Suffixation, 


-u/yv-: ob-liz-yv-a-& : ob-liz-a-é 'to lick 
over' 
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42.3.2 e/asa 
323.221 Suffixation. 


-u/yv-: do-céek-iv-a-é : do-éek-a-é 
‘to wait for' 


323-2.-2 Suffixation plus root extension. 
—a-, -v~: da-v-a-é : d-a-& 'to give' 

3.3.3 e/ate. 

3233-1 Suffixation. 


-n/now-: liz—a-é:liz-nof-g-é 'to lick' 
-u/ov-: z-na-jd-ov—a-é:z—na-leS-$-é 
(pres.z—-na-jd-e-w) ‘to find' 


-n/now-,-u/yv-: o-kSyk-iv—-a-é:o-kSyk-noh-g-é 
‘to proclaim’ 


-n/now-, -v-: _sta-v-a-é:sta-g-é (pres. sta-n- 
-e-w) 'to stand, become' 


32323-2 Suffixation plus root extension. 
-o,-n/now-: %-a-&:%Z0-noh-g-é 'to exhale’ 
30304 ef/asi. 
323-4.1 Suffixation. 
-u/ov-: kup-ov—a-é:kup-i-é& 'to buy' 


3.34.2 Suffixation plus root-final consonant 
alternation. 


Consonant: stage I before -u/yv- stage II before i. 


-u/yv-: pSe-patr-yv—-a-é: pSe—pacs—y-é 
‘to look at' 


3.3.4.3 Suffixation plus root vowel alternation. 


-u/yv-, (eno)w': f-stemp-yv-a-—-é : f-stomp-i-é 
'to enter’ 


3.3.5 e/azi/e. 


323.5.1 Suffixation plus root-final consonant 
alternation. 


Consonant: stage I before -u/yv-, stage II 
before i/ée. 


-u/yv-: po-leg-—iv—-a-é: po-leZz—-e-é 
‘to lie a while’ 
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3.4 Imperfective verb of i/e class. 
Bete i/é:a, Verbs in this category are unprefix- 
ed secondary imperfectives occurring in family 
types containing —p/now-. 


3.4.1.1 Root-final consonant alternation. 
Consonant: stage I before 2, stage II(a) before 


( 
‘ 


i/é€. 
bwySé-e-é:bwysk-a-é ‘to flash' 
3.4.2 i/é:e. 
3.4.2.1 Suffixation plus root final consonant 
alternation. 
Consonant: stage I before -n/now-, stage II 
(a) before i/%, 
-n/now-: buré-e-é:burk-nofh-g-é 'to rebuke, 
reprimand’ 











4.0 The aspect categories are not marked by any one 
morphological feature. Nor are there morphological 
features which simply by their occurrence signal 


membership in one or the other of the aspect catego- 
ries. Rather there are features which, contrasted 
either with their absence or with presence of some 
other feature in a counterpart verb, serve as 
aspect markers. Thus, prefixation and thematic e 
class contrasted with another thematic class and 
the suffix <=p/now- contrasted with their absence 
serve as perfective markers, while the suffixes 
—u/yv-,  -u/ov-, and -=v- contrasted with their 
absence serve as imperfectives markers. These 
features contrasted’ with their absence in a count- 
erpart verb always serve as markers of one of the 
two aspects. There are still other features which, 
when contrasted with their absence or with some 
other feature, serve as aspect markers unless a 
marker from the first group indicating the opposite 
aspect is present. Such features are thematic 

2 class contrasted with any other class (with the 
exception of the daé family, where the -y- suffix 
in davaé outweighs the thematic a in daé, thematic 
a class contrasted with any other class always 
indicates the imperfective member of an aspect 


pair), a root vowel contrasting with a zero alternant 





-~ 











or root vowel a contrasted with any other root 

vowel, all of whichindicate the imperfective mem- 

ber of an aspect pair. Since both root extensions 

and root-final consonant alternation are conditioned 
by the elements which foliow them, it is doubtful 
whether they can be considered aspect markers in the 
same sense as the above elements. Root extension 

and root final stage I_consonants (excepting stage I 
consonant before —n/now-) always occur in the imper- 
fective member of a pair contrasting with their 
absence and stage II consonants respectively in the 
other (perfective) member. The fairly infrequent 
root-interoal consonant changes are usually condit-— 
ioned by the alternation of a vowel with zero, stage 
II appearing before the vowel (imperfective) and stage 
I before zero (perfective). In the one case where 
this alternation is not conditioned by a root-internal 
vowel alternation (verbs like noSié:heSé 4.2.1.1) 
stage I appears in the imperfective partaer and stage 
II in the perfective. 


It is seen that the aspect categories, which 
refer to what is probably a single semantic distinct-— 
ion, are marked by an interlocking system of formal 
features occurring on the morphophonemic, morphemic, 
and the syntactic levels. 


5.0 Morphemic status of aspect markers. 


The morphemic status of prefixes, stem-suffixes, 
and thematic vowels has already been established in 
Polish Verb I. Root-final consonant changes and root 
extensions, being always conditioned by the element 
following them, are morphophonemic alternations with- 
out status as independent morphemes. Since root-— 
internal consonant and vowel alternations almost 
always occur with the alternation of elements having 
morphemic status, they could thus also be considered 
not to have status as morphemes, were it not for a 
few inconvenient exceptions such as the pair spyxaéc: 
zepxaté, where the only difference between the two 
verbs lies in the root-internal alternation yg. 
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In these cases the alternation is the sole dis- 
tinguishing feature between the verbs of an aspect 
pair. Since the members of the pair are obviously 
not free variants, one must either posit —pyx and 
—px- as separate morphemes (which would upset the 
pattern of occurrence of verb root morphemes in 
verb families as well as ignore the phonetic and 
semantic resemblance of the two segments) or posit 
root-internal alternation as a morpheme. The latter 
solution appears to more nearly reflect the struct-— 
ure of the language. 


Footnotes 


1. However, some verb bases represent not single 
morphemes but combinations of two or more morphemes. 
Such bases occur in verbs derived from nouns or 
adjectives with suffixes. These nominal derivative 
suffixes which play no part in verb morphology are 
considered part of the base of the verbs inwhich 
they occur and not as verbal stem-suffixes. Thus, 
vol-a ‘will, wish', vol-n-y 'free', z-vol-f-i-é 

"to free'. The base of the latter verb is vol-f-. 


2. This section does not treat variation between 
the bases of related verbs, as it is concerned 

only with variation within the paradigms of individ- 
ual verbs. The variation between the paradigms 

of related verbs (principally the formal relation- 
ship between perfective and imperfective verbs) 

is treated in the following section "Polish Verb II". 


43. By identical I mean that they are not only the 
same morpheme, but have the same phonemic shape. 


4, The grouping of the various endings (allomorphs) 
into morphemes is verformed on the basis of syntac- 
tic environment. Individual allomorphs are assigned 
to particular morphemes on the basis of the possibil- 
ity of their occurrence in the same construction 
with the nominative of the various personal pro- 
nouns. On this basis we may justify the inclusion 

of identical allomorphs (zero, for example) in 

three different morphemes. For discussion of a 
similar problem see the Appendix to 143.44, page 215, 
in Z.S. Harris, Methods in Structural Linguistics 
(Chicago, 1950). 
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Positing a morpheme which is always phonemically 
zero.is somewhat unconventional, though there is 
precedent in other analyses. However, the environ- 
ment of this morpheme is always phonemically or morph- 
emically differentiable and the morpheme contrasts 
with the other verb-ending morphemes. 


5S. It may be noted that, when there is a variation 
of stem within the present- -stem forms, in the over- 
whelming majority of cases the =-w-forms and present- 
participle have the same base variant and in all 
cases the third person plural of the present tense 
and the present participle have identical stems, 


6. In the traditional orthography the gerund formant 
is written -wszy postvocalically and -%szy postcon- 
sonantally. The Z in the postconsonantal writing is 
"silent" in normal speech, as it is postconsonantally 
in the masculine singular l-form. However, since 

the gerund is preeminently a literary form, practically 
never occurring in colloquial speech, many persons 
have a spelling pronunciation whereby the postcon- 
sonantal variant of the gerund formant is -uSy (since 
CwC does not occur in the Polish phonological systen, 
in trying to pronounce the % they say_u). When this 
pronunciation is used, the stress does not shift to 
the penultimate vowel _u, but remains on what would 

be the penult were no 4 pronounced. Such speakers 
also use a spelling pronunciation when reading or 
citing the masculine singular 1-form, pronouncing the 
written final Z as u when Z follows a consonant, 
though in normal speech the formant is zero in such 

a position. Here too the stress remains on what 
woulda normally be the penultimate syllable. 


7. The perfective and imperfective categories may 
be defined in terms of syntactic features. This is 
done in section 1.0 of part II of this study. 


8. With the possible exception of byé itself. 


9. Wy use of 'present' in present tense represents 
merely the retention of a convenient traditional 
designation and must in no case be understood as 
implying anything about the meaning conveyed by this 


141 





particular morphological category. From the sem- 
antic point of view, a more accurate designation 
would be 'non-past' (It represents, in Prague- 
style terminology, the ‘unmarked’ member of a sem- 
antic opposition, past vs. non-past ). 


10. Before the prefix ~—— roots ending in 


-sk-, -zg-, -n-, or -f- nd occasionally other con- 
sonants ose their final consonant. Thus, 
bwys-noh-@-é, etc. 





11. The root extensions may be considered as further 
examples of the alternation of the respective vowels 
with zero (see "Morphophonemics" 2.2.1.5.1 and 
202154). 


12. when alternation of root vowel is listed, 
only the principal alternation within the morpheme 
is given. Combinations due to variations within the 


paradigm are not listed. Thus, in . : 

we actually have an alternation neal 3 oe W 

but only the principal alternation y*x@ i8 given as 
occurring between the two paradigms. Tombinations 

of alternations will be listed only in the few 

cases where one variant of a subordinant alternation 
is contrasted with a variant of the principal alt- 
ernation as in mavjaé : muvic, where only u occurs 

in the paradigm puvic (2 occurring in other paradigms, 


such as rozmova ‘conversation'). Here we list 
2-~(o-¥ 





